
It has been a busy 6 months since the last newsletter 

and lots and lots of developments in the delivery of 

Rural Skills in the Highlands and Cairngorms National 

Park.  An exceptional Induction Day took place at   

Dingwall Mart in June, with the pupils, partners and 

teachers hitting the ground running when we returned 

after summer.  

With fourteen schools undertaking Skills for Work, 

five taking on the SPA, 

and 67 partners on 

board, it is fair to say 

that Rural Skills has 

been embraced by the 

whole community.  The commitment of the partners 

to work alongside schools and pupils has provided 

young people with valuable practical learning        

experiences.   The importance of partnership working 

has been clear in delivery and assessment, helping to 

maintain a high level of achievement for pupils.   The 

benefit to the community is emphasised by Neil 

MacInnes in his article overleaf, putting the         

employerõs view, and by Dornoch pupils reflections on 

their experiences.  

All of this will be further enhanced by the piloting 

of a Regional Verification process which we are 

working on with SQA, in order to maintain quality 

across Highland.   

This time last year I was faced with securing      

partners for 14 participating schools.   The success 

of Rural Skills means we will at least have to double 

the capacity of partnerships in the coming year.   We 

plan to raise the profile with articles in FWAGõs 

newsletter, SRPBA, The Crofter and MF Radio, and 

by creating interest through stories in local papers.  
 

For any Information or to become involved contact:  

Maxine Garson 

School Liaison Officer ñRural Skills  

Education Centre, Castle Street, Dingwall, IV15 9HU  

Tel: 01456 450 078  

Mobile: 07919691422  

maxine.garson@highland.gov.uk 

 

School Liaison OfficerñUpdate 

Important Dates for your  Diary.  

24th January - SQA Quality Networking Event: 

Inverness Caledonian Thistle Club. 

(SQA contacting Schools) 

Feb/March - SAC basic Lambing Course, for pupils and 

partners (including other staff): indicate interest ASAP to 

help secure a date and venue. 

(Contact School Liaison Officer) 

11th March - Regional Verification Meeting, Standard 

Setting and Roll out of Regional Verification Pilot. 

(Highland CPD Calendar) 

1st May - Celebration of Rural Skills, event aimed at    

pupils already participating on the course to use the skills 

to take part in a celebration of skills they have learnt and 

make a difference to a community project. 

(School Liaison Officer to contact schools) 

5th June - Rural Skills Induction Day, as last year a day 

to give pupils a good start in Rural Skills and for Teach-

ers to discuss current issues. 

(School Liaison Officer to contact schools) 

19thð22nd June - Royal Highland Show, Edinburgh: A 

map will be available to highlight areas that would be of 

interest and relevant to the Rural Skills pupils 

(School Liaison Officer to contact schools) 
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Rural Skills Update  

VENUE REQUIRED!!!!! 

If you have any ideas about a public or community venue (primary school play ground/community garden etc) that needs a make 
over or established and could use skills like fencing, gardening, path building etc then please get in contact so  we can make a  

difference to a community project as we celebrate the learning and the achievements of the Rural Skills pupils. 
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