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Reading for Enjoyment 

A Curriculum for Excellence

The strategies suggested in this booklet support the following Literacy and English outcomes and experiences from A Curriculum for Excellence.
	Lines of development
	Organizers
	Levels

	
	
	Early
	First
	Second
	Third
	Fourth

	READING
	Enjoyment and choice
	LIT 
0-01b/0-11b
	LIT 1-11a / LIT 2-11a


	LIT 3-11a
	LIT 4-11a




 

Talking and Listening

As these many of the activities are based on active learning, many of the Talking and Listening outcomes and experiences are also supported.
READING FOR ENJOYMENT

We, as teachers, know that ‘Reading for enjoyment’ is a very important element in teaching children to read. However, over a period of time, it seems to have been squeezed out in all but a handful of classrooms. It’s time to bring it back in and give it the importance it deserves!
In the classroom

1) Read to the children. 
· All stages P1 – P7 and extending into S1/2
· Mixture of genre

· Variety of short stories and longer novels that build suspense

· Regular and at a set time. In Primary, straight after lunch is a worthwhile slot. It deflates any squabbles that may have occurred over lunch time and prepares them for the afternoon session. It also speeds up any delays in the cloakroom. If you leave it until the end of the day- you will inevitably run out of time!

· Invite others to read eg Janitor, grandparent, local celebrity (if you know any!), swap classes with another teacher

· In infants, what about using the ‘fruit Eating time’ to read to your class?

2) Silent reading 
· Pupils’ own choice of texts and genre

· Teachers sets example by reading too!

· Again, regular and at a set time. Plan to read for enjoyment most days. You could have some sessions for silent reading and some for listening to the teacher read or week about.
· An average of 15 – 20 minutes

· Encourage reluctant readers by offering them magazines, joke books etc

· Occasionally afford them the opportunity to read to a friend or just tell them about what they are reading. It may inspire others.

· Don’t ask them to fill in a book report – it will only make them avoid finishing the book. It is fine on occasion or try doing it online at www.hvlc.org.uk/hlp  
3) Paired Reading

· In primary, infant children are allocated a reading buddy from P6/7. 

· Arrange a set time each week

· Buddies are shown how to do share books with infants

· Half of the class read in senior classroom and half read in infant class.

At home

Remember - 

You cannot force children to ’read for enjoyment’ at home – you can only encourage them. 
In the School Library

· Make this a special place with tidy, well organised displays.

· Make it extra special by adding rugs and cushions. If the library is full of tables and chairs it is really just a classroom with books.

· Throw out old and damaged books.

· Make sure there is a wide variety of genre to choose from.

· Survey the pupils to find out what they would like in their library.

· Enjoy the library as a whole class. Don’t send pupils on their own to choose

· Begin the session with a paired sharing of their ‘’returning’ book. This may encourage others to read it.

· Be on hand to advise pupils and to help them choose an appropriate book

· Books with a high interest level but a lower readable level should be available for the poorer readers. There’s nothing worse than a P5 being told to take a P2 book because that’s all they can read!

· Allow 20 – 30 minutes per week to choose, share and read in the library

· They don’t need to change their book every week. Allow them to use the library time simply to continue reading their book. Otherwise, some may never finish a book.

· Timetable a regular spot. Children will look forward to this session.

· Don’t penalise them for a lost/forgotten book. Allow them to choose another and send home a standardised note asking for the book to be replaced. It’s amazing just how many ‘lost’ books will turn up! 

Have you got a library in your classroom ?

This is especially important in Infant classes. Children will chose to read during ‘free play’ time if there is an inviting corner. However if there is room, a small class library is great at all stages.

A class library is ideal to offer short texts that can be read in one go such as picture books, poetry or short stories. ‘Dip in’ resources such as Non fiction books, magazines, joke books and comics will get even reluctant readers interested. Atlases appear to be popular as do catalogues.
Your Local Library
Arrange to take your class to the local library. This is a very worthwhile exercise to introduce the children to the work of a librarian and to show them how a library is organised. Hopefully it will help to establish a lifelong habit!
In the Playground  

Finally… A quote from a Highland pupil 

“I wish there was a bench in my playground. I love to read, but the grass is too cold in the winter so I have to stand “
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Reading for Enjoyment: Additional Ideas and Activities

“Show me the child who doesn't like reading, and I'll show you the child who has never been introduced to the right book.”
Paul Jennings, author
Develop a range of activities and provide a range of styles and genres to encourage a love of reading! The following are some activities that have been successfully tried and tested across the UK. Many thanks to National Literacy trust, Red House, Read on, Reading connects and ROWA for their ideas, many of which have been collated here. Apologies if anyone has been unintentionally missed out.
Whole school approach

Some of these activities could be undertaken in conjunction with World Book Day or could be stand alone school events/activities. Try to involve families and the wider community. Make links with your local library for informal events with fun and interactive activities. 

· Author/storyteller visits

· Paired reading/one-to-one support

· Enterprise initiative eg school magazine/newspaper

· Homework helpers club

· Reading/book club 
· Hold a Book Swap Day: pupils bring in books they have finished with (in good condition) to exchange for another. Everyone goes home with a new book!
· Volunteer male role models reading to children

· Use sport as a hook eg local sports people reading to children  (rugby, shinty, etc) Children complete a sport activity and a related literacy activity each week eg read a rugby match report or surf the net for rugby information 

· Parents/grandparents reading to children

· Book Day/week: dress as book characters

· Link art/reading: create big books

· Project to celebrate bilingualism; books from other cultures; create dual language books

· Television or film tie-ins: do you have a DVD of a film adapted from a book that could be shown during wet lunch times in the classroom? 

· Have a “Day at the Oscars”: set a closing date for nominations and invite pupils to make a presentation as to why people should vote for their book, perhaps link it to a display of “nominees”. Hold an “Oscars” ceremony for the winners when pupils have voted for their favourite. 

· Explore web sites which promote children's literature (see list)

· Book talk sessions 

· Make a collection of “Talking Books”. Ask pupils to record favourite stories for Nursery/Infant classes to listen to in the book corner. Alternatively, ask more able pupils to record some of the popular books for less able readers, this enables them to access books that they would not be able to otherwise enjoy.

· Dramatising a favourite scene from a book 

· Finding music to create the atmosphere to go with a book 

· Organise a book related enterprise activity e.g. book review magazine to sell 

· Visit a local publisher e.g. Collins 

· Invite someone from the Public Library to come in and talk about books and how to use the library 

· Pupils maintain a reading diary 

· Hold a Book Fayre to coincide with Parents Afternoon or Evening 

· Books events: book weeks; authors, illustrators and storytellers visits; inviting people from the community to come in and read or tell stories; shadowing the Greenaway Medal selection; holding activities to mark national reading initiatives - e.g. National Tell-a-Story day, National Children's Book week. 

· Lunchtime storytelling sessions:  Hold Storytime in the library with each year group having a fixed day. The children come and enjoy a story at the end of lunchtime if they wish to. Parents could be enlisted to support this activity. 

· Storysacks: Use a sack full of props to illustrate storytelling sessions in the classroom/assembly and involve children in the process by allowing them to act out actions. Display sacks in the classroom and encourage classrooms to swap sacks too.

· Models and puppets: Use the work you do on authors as a springboard to allow children to create their own models, puppets and posters. Display these works of art in the school for all to see.

· Comic swap: Ask pupils to bring in their old comics and magazines and start a Swap Box in each classroom so that children can share their old reading materials with each other.

· Extreme Reading:Set up a photographic competition for the most obscure and entertaining place that the children and staff can be caught reading. Display the winners' photographs around the school, or include them in the school calendar.

· Guess the teacher poster displays: Make poster displays using photos of teachers when they were children next to images of their favourite book. Encourage pupils to identify the teachers.

· Red House Children's Book Awards: Owned and co-ordinated by the Federation of Children's Book Groups, The Red House Children's Book Awards are voted for by children. Once children have read the books in their category (3 or 4 nominated titles depending on their age group), children choose the books in order of preference and cast their vote. Visit www.redhousechildrensbookaward.co.uk 

· Desert Island Books: Ask your pupils which 5 books they would take to a desert island and make related poster displays. 

· Book Awards: Set up a Book Awards day and ask children to vote for their favourite titles. Encourage pupils to review and write poems about the books and offer the winning titles as prizes. 

· Book selection: Get children involved in selecting and budgeting for new books to encourage them to discuss the merits and suitability of titles.

· Take the books to them: Put books in unexpected places; don't confine the library to the library. Stock some sports autobiographies in the gym, and put food and cookery books in the dinner hall with newspapers and magazines for students to read over lunch. Make reading unavoidable. 

· Get Caught Reading: Give students disposable or digital cameras and ask them to photograph staff (teaching and non teaching) reading a book/newspaper/magazine. Blow these up to poster size and put a caption underneath that explains why the person has chosen that particular read ('I love this book. It.') Put the posters up all over school. Photograph the students too, and allow them to be captured reading magazines or comics, as well as books.

· Reading assemblies: Assemblies provide a natural opportunity to promote reading. Ask community members to talk about why they need reading for their jobs and what they read in their spare time, or ask members of staff to talk about their favourite reads. You could create a Trisha-style play, where characters that have issues with each other (such as The Twits or the twins from Double Act) appear on the show and the audience offers advice on how to overcome these. Ask students to come up with their own reading assemblies. 

· Kids' picks: Make cards, based on the  'staff picks' model, for children to stick under the recommended book in the library. Make sure books are displayed face-out. Make posters with excerpts of the cards - the quirkier the better.

· Book of the week/month: Have a different class make a recommendation each week. Have copies of the book available to borrow from the library. Get the pupils to give presentations about the chosen book. Display newspaper book reviews as well. Each class could have a wipe-clean laminate poster which could be used to recommend a read, a website, magazine or book of the week.

· Treasure Hunt: Send groups of students on a treasure hunt to find out the favourite reads (not just books) of ten members of staff (include lunchtime supervisors, school keepers/caretakers and support staff). The first group to gather ten favourite reads wins a prize. 

· Reading map: Put up a map of the world and stick pins in it relating recommended reads to different countries or areas.

· Start your own book award: Why not set up your own award for the school's favourite reads. View some examples of 'home-made' awards at: www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaign/regionalbookawards2.html
· Reading teachers: Ask every member of staff to place their current reading material (book, magazine, newspaper) on their desk each day to show students that they are readers. Hopefully, this will generate some discussions about reading choices. If the books or magazines are not suitable for younger readers, staff could always have a favourite children's book or one they are reading to their children. 

· Classroom authors: Name each of your classrooms after authors and encourage pupils to find out more about their author and their books.

· School librarians: Very few primary schools have trained librarians, so why not get Schools Library Services or public librarians to train pupil librarians?

· Parents' evenings: Make books available at parents’ evenings to encourage book borrowing. Use this as an opportunity to encourage parents to join the library. 

· Best Escape Stories. Hold a competition to find the best escape (e.g. from an island, a prison, Earth etc). Pupils vote for their favourite and answer the question “Where do you escape to read?” (e.g. room, shed, garden) and say why this is a good place to go.
Reading in the Classroom

· Read in comfort! Ensure there is comfy seating such as cushions or padded chairs for pupils to relax and loose themselves in a book.

· Reading Partners. Children enjoy talking about books. By pairing off pupils as “reading partners,” you can give them the chance to help one another choose books and share ideas. Reading partners can also increase fluency by reading aloud to one another. Periodically, change partners so that pupils benefit from learning about different reading tastes. 

· Take a Book Break. You can create a buzz about specific books by instituting surprise book breaks periodically during the week. Make a colorful sign that says “Book Break.” Then at unexpected moments, hold up the sign and announce that it’s time for a book break. For five minutes, read an exciting or thought-provoking section of your chosen book aloud. Invite pupils to sign up for the book so everyone gets a turn. You can create even more book buzz by asking special guests—such as the head teacher, art teacher, or a parent—to visit for a book break.  

· Create Reading Chains. Pupils aim to read a number of books linked in some way e.g. a science-fiction novel, a non-fiction book about astronauts, a history book containing the story of Guy Fawkes, a Scottish Atlas, a book of Scottish poem etc. How long can you make your chain? Chains are displayed in the classroom, showing book covers and the links.
· Design Displays. To draw attention to particular books, have children create a book display area in your classroom library and feature a different book (and a different genre) each week. The display can be as simple as a book on a special stand, but pupils can also write thought-provoking questions or make banners with quotations from the book. 

· Favourites bar chart: Pupils like to know what their classmates are doing—and reading. You can capitalise on this by creating post-it note bar graphs to show which books are the most widely read. You might begin by making a comparative fiction and non-fiction graph for two of the categories of books. When students finish reading a book, have them add a post-it note with the title next to the heading to extend the bar graph. From time to time, draw attention to the graphs and explore the data they reveal. Challenge pupils to “defend” their choices by reviewing a favourite passage from a book and then reading it aloud as an example of what they liked and learned from the book. 

· Lunar Library. Challenge pupils to say which five books they would put in a home library on the moon and say why they think those books deserve a place!
· Read around the Solar System: a book challenge - each time you read a book you progress to another planet. Each planet might be a different genre. Which astronaut will be first to return to Earth?
· The World of Books. Help pupils connect the books in your classroom library to the worlds of publishing, commerce, and communication in general. Collect information about the books in your library, and then create a display. Gather all different kinds of materials, such as: advertisements, reviews, notices of awards, articles about authors, posters, handouts from publishers, website information, and pages from catalogues. Use these materials to initiate a discussion of how books—and ideas—are promoted and shared. If videos or films of any books are available, you may want to arrange for pupils to view these as well. 

· Books on Birthdays. Research has shown that receiving books as gifts motivates students to read. Reinforce the idea of books as gifts by making reading a part of each classroom birthday celebration. Invite the birthday child to share a favourite classroom library book with the rest of the class. Take a photo of the child with his or her chosen “birthday” book and post it on a birthday board display. You might also encourage class members to make their own books to give as surprise gifts to birthday boys and girls.  

· Create a Reading-at-Home Club. Reading at home is especially important for young children. To promote reading at home, you might start a 10,000 Minute Club. Explain that to be a member, children must read 10,000 minutes at home during the school year. (You might want to modify this number depending on your class.) Make a large chart with different levels of reading time from 1,000 minutes to 10,000. Have students sign their name on the chart as they reach each level throughout the year. You might use an honour system, or you might have family members sign statements that you prepare to the number of hours a pupil reads at home each week. Challenge the class to achieve 100 percent membership! 

· Reading passport: Give the pupils book passports, or set them the task of making them. When they have read a particular type of book (fantasy, comedy, horror, etc) they get a stamp. Ink stamps can be made from cork, or you can have your own designs made into rubber stamps through www.rubberstampz.co.uk. When they get a certain number of stamps you could give them a prize (maybe book tokens).
· Book Bags: pupils take turns to make up bags containing clues to their favourite book, with a copy of the book, and bring in to class for the teacher to use as a class story.
· Themed Bookmarks. Can you make a bookmark to match your favourite book and then share it with someone?
· Shared and paired work: Ask pupils to work with a partner. Each child should tell their partner the title and author of their own favourite book/ the name of their favourite magazine/comic (or what they are reading at the moment), a sentence or two briefly describing what it’s about why they chose it. After time for paired talk, ask some pairs to feed back to a wider group/the class. You could provide a “speaking frame” on the board to help them frame their responses:
My/my partner’s favourite read is .....................................................................................................

by ................................................................. (name of author/illustrator/publisher)

It is about........................................................................................................................

I/he/she chose it because..........................................................................................................

You could display an enlarged copy of this, which recapitulates the oral work above, using a picture to celebrate the book. Talk about how to illustrate and complete the sheet to make a mini-poster for a favourite read. 

· Book Chat: alternative to a book report - useful before a Library session. Pupils “Walkabout/Talkabout” their current reading book, using book chat outlines:


· Ask Pupils to write a “Recommended Reads” list for their favourite celebrity, giving the reasons for their choice, with a prize for the most imaginative. 

· Make links between the music industry and schools. Hold a worst/best lyrics contest with a music voucher as a prize. Hold a Rap contest for pupil’s own lyrics; make the link with reading books such as “Cool Clive”. (ORT Treetops Stage 12)

· Link Poetry/singing in groups to summer activities such as campfire at Boy’s/Girl’s Brigade, Scouts, Brownies, Guides etc.

Ideas for Involving Parents 

· Parental workshops/family events: including the importance of supporting your child by reading books in home languages

· Use the school website to keep Parents up to date with reading developments such as competitions, review and improvements of story sacks/curiosity kits - invite Parents to help with this.

· Issue a list of Reading for Enjoyment websites to Parents so that they can look for ways to help and encourage their children at home.

· Home made puppets: Organise a storytelling session and ask parents to make as many of the props (for example puppets) as possible.

· Tea party: Organise a tea party themed around a popular children's book about food (for example "Mrs Wobble the Waitress"). Encourage children and adults to read the book before the event and invite parents to attend the party.

· Dual language materials: Schools that have a high ratio of parents whose first language is not English, can send out as many of its school materials as possible in more than one language.
· Parents' corner: Allocate an area of the school library for parents and stock this area with a selection of books suitable for ranging abilities. Encourage staff and parents to donate their old reading materials.

· Recipe book: Ask parents to design their own page of a recipe book, which once compiled could be distributed to all parents or sold to raise funds for the school library.

· Magazine or web space: Dedicate a page of the school newsletter / magazine or website to parents' recommended reads and book reviews. 

· Parent borrowers: Extend membership of the school library to include parents. In addition, keep information about how to join the local library and set up a programme of events in the school library.

· Dads' day: Recent research suggests that dads see the word “parent” as referring to mothers in a school context, so they need to be invited in specially. Hold a Dads' fun day and get the children to invite in Dads and other male relatives /carers. Children could write invitations and make a book about their “dads in school” day.

· Book lists: Get children in each year group to put together a list of their favourite books to give to parents as a guide to help them to help their child. 

· Encourage and challenge Parents to find and link stories with activities or outings or visits during the holidays. 

· Hold a competition for boys and Dads (or pupils and Parents!): write a newspaper style report of a sporting activity such as football match, golf tournament. The best one forms part of the next school newsletter or a round of golf at the nearest club or a trip to the local football stadium etc.
· Cut out Characters: another idea for younger pupils. Draw (or copy) the main characters from a favourite story. Cut out and write their name on the back, “mount” on a lolly ice stick. This can now be used to join in the story moving from page to page and will also encourage children to develop a sight vocabulary. Children can also create their own stories using the cut-out characters. They also make good bookmarks!

· Issue advice to Parents encouraging them to Read for Enjoyment with their children, at a workshop, or simply as an information sheet.
 E.g. Here is one for younger readers taken from the Libraries and Schools website:

Motivating boys

· Curiosity Kits: These are designed to capture the interest of reluctant and struggling boy readers. Targeted at boys of eight and nine, kits include a non-fiction book on a boy-friendly topic, related activities, an artefact and a magazine on the same topic for adults. This magazine is to encourage an adult male in the family to share the bag with the boy. Read an article on Curiosity Kits from Literacy Today:  www.nationalliteracytrust.org.uk/Pubs/curiosity.html
· Football tickets competition: Set up a reading competition for boys and maybe even see if you can obtain some tickets for a football match from your local club for a prize.

· "Boy friendly books" for the library: Survey the boys in your school to find out the books they are most interested in. When the school library is replenishing its stock, try and purchase a stock of "boy friendly books". Display new books that have been bought with boys in mind prominently. Try out Graphic Novels as a means of “capturing” them.
· Reading Champions Posters: Order the free National Reading Campaign sports star posters available from this site to raise awareness of reading for pleasure with the boys. The posters currently available feature famous wrestlers, footballers, cricketers. Stick them up in places where the boys won't expect to see them, for example in the PE changing rooms or the dining hall. Visit the following website to download/order your free posters. www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaign/posters.html
· Male read calendar: Take photos of your male staff reading books and make them into a calendar which could be linked to enterprise and marketed around the school.

· Wall displays: Take photos of male staff reading books, magazines and newspapers and make them into wall displays. Put the displays up in places that students would not normally associate with reading, for example the PE changing rooms.

· Reading Wall: Set up a Reading Wall in the library where boys can recommend their favourite reads. Highlight new "boy friendly" titles in this area.
· Visit www.dorlingkindersley-uk.co.uk/static/html/features/booksforboys/index.html  Richard Hammond, from the BBC's Top Gear, has teamed up with Dorling Kindersley books to write a selection of books specifically aimed at boys, as well as recommend other books that boys might enjoy.
Reading/Book Club

A reading/book club is a group that meets regularly to read and to discuss what they are reading. 

People who are learning to read need to be encouraged to continue using and developing their new skills. Reading clubs are one way to promote reading. They are a good way

· to establish a reading habit 

· to expose readers to a variety of literature, including advanced reading materials 

· to move new readers from "learning" to "reading" 

· to promote reading fluency and comprehension 

· to promote reading for enjoyment 

· to provide a social context for promoting literacy, and to teach readers to find information in printed text

Try holding the book club at lunchtime and keeping the atmosphere informal, as this approach has had a great deal of success in attracting the “hard-to reach”. A Book/reading club could be launched on World Book Day.
Features of a reading club:

· A reading club should consist of 12 or fewer people. 

· It should meet regularly. 

· It should have a helper or teacher who has been trained as a leader or facilitator and can act as a model for the group

· The reading club should have access to a range reading materials. Materials should be relevant and interesting and should cause people to think about what they are reading: articles, stories, newspapers, poems, songs.

Reading clubs may meet to read aloud to each other or in unison, and discuss what they are reading. Pupils should take ownership: access websites, read to each other, swop books and cassettes and make book choices.

Additional Ideas for Reading Clubs

· Writing plays: Another way to tell a story is to act it out. Writing in script and then directing, can be more attractive to some pupils as they can see their story in front of them and go back and add direction notes. It can also be fun being on stage!

· Creating reading zones: Creating nooks and crannies for children to tuck themselves away in with a book, is a different approach to sitting round a table. You can create areas with mats, bean bags, cushions, armchairs and even recliners. Different zones can be created for different things, such as quiet reading, discussions, reading magazines, etc. Involve the children in the design and layout of the zones so they feel ownership of the club.
· Artwork for books: Creating artwork or book covers to illustrate the theme of a book can be a good activity which gets the pupils thinking about what they have read and how to best convey what they think the book is about. The illustration (or model, sculpture or collage) doesn't have to relate directly to a character or event in the book but can be made to get an idea or concept across. 
· Club newsletter: You could print a newsletter written by the club members with news of events, word searches, book reviews and other news that gets sent to classes or displayed on notice boards. The frequency of these will depend on the group you work with and how much they can write to fill it. Taking part in this will help develop desktop publishing, journalistic and creative writing skills and give them a greater sense of ownership of the club.
· Author day: Ask the students to pick an author, dead or alive, and run events throughout the day based on that author. For example, pupils could come in dressed as characters from J K Rowling's Harry Potter books, or play role playing games based on the author's books (The Famous Five for example). If you choose a current author it might be possible to get them to come into the school for the day.  
· Research author of the month including Internet searches and emailing the author - also have books and audiotapes of his/her work. 

· Use Hallowe’en to run lunch time Ghost Story read aloud sessions by candlelight! Enlist the help of Parents or have a different staff member each day.
Suggestions for World Book Day/Reading Events
· World Book Day: Background information on World Book Day: www.literacytrust.org.uk/campaign/worldbookday.html  

· Dedicate the day to a specific author e.g. Dahl-mania Day: the day is themed around the books of Roald Dahl e.g. Dress up as your favourite Dahl character and pay £1 donation to charity; hunt for the Golden Ticket (Treasure Hunt with Dahl-type clues - Easter Egg as prize), dinner menu is Dahl-esque (Big toe in a bun, monster’s eyes, Willy Wonka’s Jumping Juice); each class listen to a Dahl extract from a surprise visitor or guess who’s reading the extract from mystery readers; Dahl Book Swap Shop, All pupils share favourite extract with someone from another class.

· Organise a visit to a bookshop (such as Borders, who offer a themed visit e.g. Superhero theme – make masks, capes etc.) Use tokens to buy books.

· Make your own books. Following a Writer’s Craft/Writing lesson, invite a book binder to demonstrate how books are made. Put them together and read them to Infant classes.

· Dressing up day: Choose a day when children and school staff come to school dressed as their favourite book character. Organise reading activities to allow children to celebrate the character and the book they have picked.

· Whole school book swap: Choose a day when every child brings in an old book from home (one that is in good condition). Organise a whole school book swap so that every pupil goes home with a new book to read. If the school is very large, a class book swap may be easier to organise.

· Get Caught Reading Raffle: In the run-up to World Book Day issue raffle tickets to students every time they are “caught reading”. The more times they are caught reading, the more chances they have to win a prize in the raffle. Prizes can be books or vouchers as well as cinema tickets and so on - see if a local company will donate prizes.

· Year of Reading: Declare a year of reading and put together monthly activities, such as author visits, storytelling by lunchtime supervisors and so on. Find out more about annual reading and literacy events. www.literacytrust.org.uk/whatson/annual.html
·  “Dress a Door” for World Book Day. Hold a competition to see which class can decorate their classroom door most imaginatively as the cover of their favourite book.
· Get Spotted Reading for World Book Day. Be a “Superted Spotty”. Invite pupils/staff to dress up in spotted clothes (or simply have faces painted with coloured spots!) and have their photographs taken, perhaps in a different place from usual – as a class? As a group? Individually?
· Recognise different cultures and traditions: Get pupils to bring in a traditional dish and a book about their culture, by an author from their country or in some way related to their country of origin. Have a celebration for WBD with the food and encourage students to read each other's books. Help by sourcing books from your local library as well. Invite parents. 

· Open day: Declare WBD an open day for parents and have lots of fun activities going on in different parts of the school for them to have a go at - you could have some storytelling and bookmaking sessions as well.

· Readathon: This works well with Primary 6 and 7 pupils to encourage families to take an interest in their child's reading. Sponsor students to read different types of texts. Find out more:  www.readathon.org/index.html
· Themed Bookmarks: Choose a bookmark e,g, download a variety from www.dltk-kids.com/type/printable_bookmarks.htm – can you find a book to match your bookmark? Share your reasons for choosing it with someone
· Invite a local journalist to do a reading/writing workshop
· Write a school novel – as an Enterprise project perhaps? Each class contributes a chapter. P7 combines and publishes it. The book is then sold for funds.
· Make puppets of your favourite characters and write/perform a play about them: can be the same story as the book or perhaps it forms the next adventure!
· Design a NEW cover for your favourite book. Compare/contrast with the original: which do your classmates prefer and why?
· Make cross-curricular links with imaginative ideas, e.g. create Mad Scientist or Dr Who workshops where pupils explore how to make sticky slime, a moving electric vehicle or a monster from another world, then write and share stories about their inventions.
· Create a Poet-Tree. Create a pair of trees: one with favourite poems displayed on “leaves” and a second to hold entries for a poetry competition.
· Hold a Mastermind Costume Quiz. Pupils in teams (mixed or single ages) dress up as characters from a chosen book about which Parents/staff/other pupils have created questions. Heats take place throughout the day, and the winning team is presented with a Cup/prize/certificate at the end of the day.
· Have a “Guess the Author” game at lunch time. Pupils compete in teams to guess the author of extracts from popular stories read out by the Quizmaster (Parent helper?).
· Enlist the help of Parents to perform a “Mystery Play” where pupils become detectives to solve puzzles.
· Have a “Superhero Day”. Pupils come dressed as their favourite superheroes. Watch superhero DVD’s and make your own storyboards for new adventures; create a superhero collage with scenes from the DVD; superhero puzzles (Treasure Hunt-type activity) to rescue the “damsel in distress”.
Ideas for older pupils

· Make a display of new student postcards with recommendations of favourite books, including the top three reads from each feeder school.

· Gather stories from the school/local community past and present including from Parents/Grandparents, about local history: link up with the History department to produce a play or a display in the Library or a powerpoint presentation on the school website.
· Invite a local journalist to give a talk about journalism as a carer or set up a visit to the local newspaper. Compare early and current newspapers: use as cross-curricular research into history of the school including achievements, links (local, national, international).
· Link with Health and Wellbeing: create a Library display of weird and wonderful holistic therapies. Hold a competition to see who can come up with the most inventive therapy
· Invite staff from PE, Health, Social Care and Catering to take part in reading promotions 
· Encourage pupils to become a volunteer in the local Library with the Summer Reading Challenge for Primary pupils.
  Reading for Enjoyment websites

www.activityvillage.co.uk
A great activity site for Parents to share with young ones, including useful hints on costumes for World Book Day and a game “Guess who’s behind the mask”.

www.dltk-kids.com/type/printable_bookmarks.htm
Free printable bookmarks to enhance any book. Lots of different themes from dragons to cats and carton characters to pirates.
www.braw.org.uk
BRAW: Books, reading and writing - this organization celebrates writers and illustrators living and working in Scotland. The site has useful information about which author has written what, how to contact them if you want to invite them to a school or library, and there's a monthly on-line book club.

www.readit.org.uk 

A brilliant new children’s book review website developed by East Dumbartonshire Council’s Young People’s Resource Service. It’s packed with reviews by children and young people of fantastic books they’ve read recently. The reviews are grouped by age range, type of book, author and so on. It’s easy to use and looks great!

www.myhomelibrary.org
Website run by children’s author Anne Fine, download book plates to stick on and personalize your own books. Includes a section on tips for inexpensive ways of acquiring new books.

www.readtogether.co.uk 

A reading activity website with ideas and recommendations for both young and older children.

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/literacy/reading_help.shtml 

A website for parents with information and hints on how to help children: also has links to games, activities and BBC literacy websites.

www.scottishbooktrust.com
This is an independent charity, promoting books, reading and writing to people of all ages: organizers of Bookstart  
www.bookstart.co.uk : a national programme which encourages all parents and carers to enjoy books with children from as early an age as possible: it arranges for pre-school children to receive a special Bookstart bag to promote Reading for Enjoyment from an early age.

www.booktrusted.co.uk 

This site contains book information for children as well as recommending good reads – www.bestbookguide/index.php4  features interviews with authors etc.
www.readit.org.uk
A brilliant new children's book review website developed by East Dunbartonshire Council's Young People's Resource Service. It's packed with reviews by children and young people of fantastic books they've read recently. The reviews are grouped by age range, type of book, author and so on. It's easy to use and looks great. Highly recommended!

www.literacytrust.org.uk
This is a wide-ranging organization committed to raising literacy levels throughout the UK with information about city-wide reading initiatives.
www.fcbg.org.uk
The Federation of Children's Book Groups: the umbrella organization for local groups throughout the UK.
www.childliteracy.com
Child Literacy Website: guidance on how children learn to read and suggestions for ways in which parents and carers can support their child's reading.

www.childrenslaureate.org
Children's Laureate: the official website.

www.rif.org.uk
Reading is Fundamental: an initiative to provide young people with their own collection of books.

www.achuka.co.uk
Achuka: information about children's books, writers and illustrators, publishers etc.

www.askchris.essexcc.gov.uk 

This website is run by Essex libraries, with recommended reads for both young people and adults. Search for books and information on the latest books, film and TV tie-ins.

www.cool-reads,co,uk 

100’s of reading recommendations for and from 10 – 15 year olds. Search for new or previously reviewed books by genre/category.

ALSO – don’t forget about websites dedicated your favourite author e.g. www.roald-dahl.org  www.jkrowling.com 


                               HLP Diary Dates
	January 26th 2010
	Costa Book Awards (formerly Whitbread )

www.costabookawards.com
call: 020 78020802

	30th January – 6th February 2010
1st February 2010
	National Storytelling Week

www.sfs.org.uk     

call: 01189351381
Red House Children’s Book Award – nominations close. Will you vote for your favourites?

www.redhousechildrensbookaward.co.uk


	4th March 2010
11th march 2010
	World Book Day                      

www.worldbookday.com                              

call:01634729810                                
World Storytelling Day
(Spring Equinox)
 www.storytellingday.net

	2nd April 2010
	International Children’s Book Day – celebrates the birth of Hans Christian Anderson  

www.ibby.org


	May 2010
May 2010 (date tbc)
	National Share-a-story-Month

www.fcbg.org.uk
call: 01707325173
Bookstart Scotland Day - Different theme from the national day which takes place in Scottish School holidays!

www.bookstart.co.uk

	July/August 2010
	National Summer Reading Challenge  (in libraries)

www.readingagency.org.uk 



	8th September 2010
13th September 2010
	International Literacy Day          

www.un.org/depts/dhl/literacy          
Roald Dahl Day
www.rold.info

	5th – 12th October

2010
8th October 2010
10th October 2010
25th October 2010
29th October 2010

	National Children’s Book Week   

(First full week of the month)       

www.booktrust.org.uk                      

call: 02085162977
National Poetry Day       

(Thursday of first full wk of month)

www.poetrysociety.org.uk
National Book Start Day

www.literacytrust.org.uk
International School Library Day

(Monday of last full week of the month)

www.iasl-slo.org
National Tell-a-story Day

www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk


	 November

2010 (tbc)
November 2010

	National Schools Film Week - advice and support materials for schools to use in promoting the use of film in an educational context

www.filmeducation.org.
Read with Me week

(First week in November)

www.readwithme.co.uk
The Blue Peter Book Prize

www.bbc.co.uk/bluepeter

	December 2010
	Nestles Children’s Book Prize  www.booktrusted.co.uk/nestle


Highland Literacy Project

READ 2 Me
Suggestions of Novels to read to your Pupils

[Suggested by Highland teachers]

	Class
	Novel
	Author

	P1/2


	Kitty Princess
	Trevor Dickinson

	
	Dirty Bertie
	David Roberts

	
	Ellie + Elvis
	Vivian French

	
	Bedtime Little Monsters
	Emma Harris

	
	Polly Jean Pyjama Queen
	Steve Webb

	
	Here Come the Aliens
	Colin MacNaughton

	
	Winnie the Witch
	Valerie Thomas

	
	Fix-it-Duck
	Jez Alborough

	
	Sharing a Shell
	Julia Donaldson

	
	Little Brown Bushrat
	George Ripper

	
	Lost: One Dog Green
	Pascal Biet

	
	Bumposaurus
	Penny McKinlay

	
	Six Dinner Sid
	Inga Moore

	
	The Story of the Little Mole
	Werner Holzwarth

	
	Daisy Stories
	Kes Gray/Nick Sharratt

	
	Freddy the Fibber
	Mary Hooper 

	
	Beware of the Bears
	Alan MacDonald

	P2


	The Cat who Wanted to go Home
	Jill Tomlinson

	
	The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark
	Jill Tomlinson

	
	Jungle Book
	Rudyard Kipling

	
	Funny Frank
	Dick King Smith

	
	Percy the Park keeper stories
	Nick Butterworth

	
	Classic Fairy Tales
	Helen Cresswell

	
	George’s Marvellous Medicine
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Gruffalo
	Julia Donaldson

	
	The Gruffalo’s Child
	Julia Donaldson

	
	Katie Morag Books
	Mairi Hedderwick

	
	Horrid Henry Books
	Francesca Simon

	
	Morris the Mousehunter
	Vivien French

	
	Lazy Ozzie
	Michael Coleman

	
	Animal Ark
	Lucy Daniels

	
	Fantastic Mr Fox
	Roald Dahl

	
	BFG
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Twits
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Hodgeheg
	Dick King-Smith

	
	The Faraway Tree
	Enid Blyton

	
	Room on the Broom
	Julia Donaldson

	
	*Ceum nam measan
	Pauline  NicAoidh

	P2/3
	Dilly’s Bumper Book of Stories
	Tony Bradman

	
	Dragon Ride
	Helen Cresswell

	P3


	The Hundred Mile an Hour Dog
	Jeremy Strong

	
	The Twits
	Roald Dahl

	
	Flat Stanley
	Jeff Brown

	
	George’s Marvellous Medicine
	Roald Dahl

	
	James and The Giant Peach
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Hodgeheg
	Dick King smith

	
	Matilda
	Roald dahl

	
	Charlotte’s web
	EB White

	
	Firework maker’s daughter
	Philip Pullman

	
	The Fiend next door
	Sheila lavelle

	
	The Owl who was afraid of the dark
	Jill Tomlinson

	
	The Perfect Hamburger
	Alexander McCall Smith

	
	Little Wolf’s Book of Badness
	Ian Whybrow

	
	The Giggler Treatment
	Roddy Doyle

	
	The Meanwhile Adventures
	Roddy Doyle

	
	Greyfriar’s Bobby
	Ruth Brown

	
	Littlenose
	Brian Court

	
	Five on a Treasure Island
	Enid Blyton

	
	*Fiaclan Granaidh
	Brianog Brady Dawson

	
	Creatures of the Night
	Kath Murdoch

Stephen Ray

	
	Laura’s Star
	Klaus Baumgart

	
	Seven ways to catch the moon
	MP Robertson

	
	The Magic Pot
	Ladybird

	P1-3


	Magic Finger
	Roald Dahl

	
	Giraffe, Pelly and me
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Enormous crocodile
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Legend of Captain Crow’s Teeth
	Eoin Colfer

	
	The Twits
	Roald Dahl

	
	Mr Majeka: the School Trip
	Humphrey Carpenter

	
	Smasher
	Dick King-Smith

	
	Too Many Babies
	Rose Impey

	
	Boo to the who in the dark
	Joyce Dunbar

Sarah Massinin

	
	Horrid Henry’s Stink bomb
	Francesca Simon

	
	Animal Friends
	Dick King- Smith

	
	Owl Babies
	Martin Waddell

	
	Little Bird
	Saviair Pirotta

	P3/4
	Pollyanna
	Eleanor Porter

	
	Mrs Pepperpot
	Alf Proysen

	
	The Last Polar Baer
	Harry horse

	
	The Return of the Killer cat
	Anne Fine

	
	Henry Speaks
	Dick King- Smith

	P4


	Horrid Henry
	Francesca Simon

	
	The Green Knight
	Keith Brumpton

	
	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
	CS Lewis

	
	The Twits
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Great Glass Elevator
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Mystery of the Missing Garden Gnome
	Leone  Peguero

	
	Dinosaur trouble
	Dick King Smith

	
	School Stinks
	Paul Stewart & C. Riddell

	
	Viking Raiders
	Karen Wallace

	
	Fantastic Mr Fox
	Roald Dahl

	
	Stories from Hamish and the Wee Witch
	Moira Miller

	
	The worst witch strikes again
	Jill Murphy

	
	Esio Trot
	Roald Dahl

	
	Rover Saves Christmas
	Roddy Doyle

	
	Robin Hood
	Marcia Williams

	
	There’s a Viking in my Bed
	Jeremy Strong

	
	Born to Run
	Michael Murpurgo

	
	Sophie’s Snail
	Dick King-Smith

	
	James and the Giant Peach
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me
	Roald Dahl

	
	*Globi agus Tomas
	Lisa Storey

	
	The 18th emergency
	Betsy Briars

	
	Bill’s New Frock
	Anne Fine

	
	Horrid Henry Teacher torture
	Frances Simmons

	P4/5
	Matilda
	Roald Dahl

	
	Sleekit Mr Todd
	Roald Dahl translated by Matthew Fitt

	
	The Roman Bean Feast
	Jillian Cross

	
	Unbearable
	Paul Jennings

	
	The Eratz elavator
	Lemony Snicket

	P5


	The BFG
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Prisoner of Azkaban
	JK Rowling

	
	Sam and the Griswalds
	Emma Barnes

	
	Trapped at the Bottom of the Sea
	Frank Peretti

	
	Cliffhanger
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	Hamish and the Wee witch
	Moira Miller

	
	The Eejits
	Roald Dahl (translated ! by Mathew Fitt)

	
	Diamond in the Window
	Jane Langton

	
	Buried Alive
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	Cloudcatcher
	E. Wesley Jernigan

	
	You’re a bad Man, Mr Gum
	Andy Stanton

	
	The Iron Man
	Ted Hughes

	
	The Waterhorse
	Dick King Smith

	
	Kindlekrax
	Philip Ridley

	
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Great Elephant Race
	Gillian Cross

	
	A Wee Book O’ Fairy Tales
	Matthew Fitt/James 

Robertson

	
	Miss Pandemonium
	Jeremy Strong

	
	Casper Prince of Cats
	Michael Murpurgo

	
	Greek Myths and Legends (Odysseus)
	

	
	The Toilet of Doom
	Michael Lawrence

	
	The invisible Dog
	Dick king-Smith

	
	Treasure island
	Robert Louis Stevenson

	P5/6
	The Thieves of Ostia
	Caroline Lawrence

	
	Born to Run
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Series of unfortunate events
	Lemony Snickett

	
	Operation gadget man
	Malorie Blackman

	P6


	The Desperate Journey
	Kathleen  Fidler

	
	The Series of Unfortunate Events
	Lemony Snickett

	
	Holes
	Louis Sachar

	
	The Cay
	Theodore Taylor

	
	Quest for a Kelpie
	Francis Hendry

	
	So far from Skye
	Judith O’Neil

	
	Northern Lights
	Phillip Pullman

	
	The Hatchet
	Gary Polson

	
	Charlie and The Chocolate factory
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Hobbit
	JRR Tolkien

	
	The Silver sword
	Ian Serrailler

	
	Tom’s Lady of the Lamp
	Jeanne Willis

	
	Jammy Dodgers
	Morris Gleitzman

	
	The Legend of Spud Murphy
	Eoin Colfer

	
	Mokee Joe
	Fred Murray

	
	The Demon Headmaster
	Gillian Cross

	
	Alone on a wide, wide sea
	Michael Murpurgo

	
	Matilda
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Midnight Fox
	Betsy Byars

	
	Take a run and jump
	Rob Childs

	P6/7
	The Scarecrow and His boy
	Philip Pulman

	
	Artemis Fowl
	Eoin Colfer

	
	Count Karlstein
	Philip Pullman

	
	War Game
	Michael Foreman

	
	The Phantom Tollbooth
	Norton Juster

	
	Friend or Foe
	Michael Murpurgo

	
	Japanese Short Stories
	

	
	The Eejits
	Roald Dahl translated by Matthew Fitt

	
	A Christmas Carol
	Charles Dickens

	
	The Suitcase Kid
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	The boy from Sula
	Lavinai Derwent

	
	Children on the Oregon Trail
	A Rutgers Van der Loeff

	
	Coraline
	Neil Gaiman

	P7


	The War and Freddy
	Dennis Hamley

	
	The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler
	Gene Kemp

	
	Tracy Beaker
	Jacqueline Wilson

	
	I am David
	Anne Holm

	
	The Shakespeare Stories:


	Andrew Matthews/Tony Ross

	
	Matilda
	Roald Dahl

	
	Danny the Champion of the World
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Falcon’s Malteser
	Anthony Horowitz

	
	The Last of The Mohicans 
	James Fenimore Cooper

	
	War Boy
	Michael Foreman

	
	Boy Overboard
	Morris Gleitzman

	
	Private Peaceful
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Uncovered
	Paul Jennings

	
	Robinson Crusoe
	R.L. Stevenson retold by Pauline Francis

	
	Master of Morgana
	Alan C. Maclean

	
	Holes
	Louis Sachar

	
	Granny
	Anthony Horrowitz

	
	Pig Heart Boy
	Malorie Blackman

	P1-4
	*Mata Mor
	

	
	*Fearchar agus Faoileag
	Ruth Morgan agus Suzanne Carpenter

	
	*Solas is dorchadas
	

	
	Danielle and the Fireworks
	Susan Robertson

	
	Mr Beast
	James sage

	P3-7
	Lee goes for gold and
Lee and the Consul Mutants
	Keith A. Charters

	
	Indian in the Cupboard
	Lynne Reid Banks

	
	Dragon boy
	Dick King-Smith

	
	Coming to Britain
	Floella Benjamin

	
	Butterfly Lion
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Tom’s Midnight garden
	

	
	Goodnight Mr. Tom
	Michelle Magorian

	P4-7
	The Desperate Journey
	Kathleen Fidler

	
	Charlie & the Chocolate factory
	Roald Dahl

	
	The Ghost by the Sea
	Eileen Dunlop

	
	The Ice cream Bicycle
	Alexander McCall Smith

	
	Why the whales came
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Cool
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	The Borrowers
	Mary Norton

	
	The Story Giant
	Brain Patten

	
	George’s Marvellous Mediciine
	Roald Dahl

	
	Mystery Stories
	Chosen by Helen Cresswell

	
	Danny the Champion of the World
	Roald Dahl

	
	Horrible Histories “Bloody Scotland”
	Terry Deary

	
	A Strong and Willing Girl
	Dorothy Edwards

	
	Only You Can Save Mankind
	Terry Pratchett

	
	The Railway Children
	E Nesbit

	
	Born to Run
	Michael Morpurgo

	
	Krindlekrax
	Philip Ridley

	
	Kensuke’s Kingdom
	Michael Morpurgo

	P5-7
	*Sneachd air Druim Uachdar
	Mairi Rhind

	
	There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom
	Louis Sachar

	
	Number The Stars (WW2)
	Lois Lowry

	
	The day of the Triffids
	Pauline Frances

	
	A Twist of Gold
	Michael Morpugo

	
	The Wish list
	Eoin Colfer

	
	Flour Babies
	Anne Fine

	
	A Wrinkle in Time
	Madeline L’Engle

	
	The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe
	C.S. Lewis

	
	*Eagal san dorchadas
	

	
	*An turas eiginneach
	


* Gaelic
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A book you are still reading...


Title, author, genre


Why did you choose this book?


Who is your favourite character? Why?


What do you like about the book so far?


What do you think will happen next?





�





Reading for Enjoyment





Primary 1 – 7


And extending into S1/2








A book you have finished.


Title, author, genre


Where did the story take pace? {Setting}


What was the main character like?


What did you enjoy about this book?


Would you recommend this book? Why?





Great ways to enjoy reading with your children





As a parent you are probably helping your child with reading much more than you may realise. If your home contains books, magazines and catalogues and your child sees you reading, if you read to your child and talk together about familiar stories and if you also use printed materials to find things out, then your child already has a head start in this area.





Sharing a book with a child is fun - it's a time for closeness, laughing and talking together 


Make time for books and reading together 


You can share books anywhere, in a chair, in the bath, on a train, or at bedtime 


Children who enjoy reading do better at school 


Talk about what is happening in the pictures to help your child make sense of the story 


Enjoy the rhyming words and laughing together at the funny bits 


Help bring the books to life - draw pictures of your child's favourite characters and make up stories about them together 


Find out about recommended books at libraries, bookshops and on book websites. Why not start by heading to the Book Trust Children’s site? � HYPERLINK "http://www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk/Home" �www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk/Home� 


Try a poem a day as part of bedtime reading - there are great books offering a poem for every day of the year. Soon your child will be choosing a poem too!
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