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Notes for schools

Curiosity Kits are non fiction book bags which aim to capture the interest of reluctant boy readers and were originally created as part of a UK reading Association project. The findings of the project were positive, with a marked impact upon home reading in all classes.

The kits are designed for pupils in P4 because any lack of interest in reading is clearly apparent by this stage. Exciting and innovative ways to rekindle a declining interest are needed at this crucial point if enthusiasm for reading is not to flag further. The research into boy readers claims that some boys regard reading as a female activity and so one aim is to encourage a male to share the kit with the child – hence the magazine. 

The Highland Literacy kits are made up of the following

· A good quality non-fiction book selected to appeal to boys

· A magazine on the same topic, aimed at adults. It is hoped that this magazine will encourage a male adult to share the bag with the child

· A related toy or artefact

· Where possible, a local brochure related to the topic 

· An instruction/contents card

· A sports bag to contain the kit. These have been chosen to have more ‘street cred’ than the bags typically used for book bag schemes.


TOP 12 TIPS

1. Kits should be given to both boys and girls in P4 only.

2. Don’t make up ‘girl’ themed kits as research has shown this diminishes the importance of the kits in the boy’s eyes. 

3. Check the kits after they are returned and ask parents to replace any lost/damaged items. This usually results in pupils taking better care of the kit.

4. To keep the idea fresh - don’t offer them all year round. Terms two and three may be the best as children are often indoors then.

5. You may not have enough kits for every pupil every week. The kits are often more successful if the pupils have to wait their turn. A kit every second week is the perfect compromise. 

6. Try to build in an element of choice.

7. Always note who has what bag and the exact contents of each bag.

8. Ask for feedback on the kits, from both adults and pupils, and be prepared to withdraw unpopular kits and replace them with something else, as feeling excited about the bag and its contents is an important aspect of the scheme.

9. Be prepared to replace the magazines as they become tatty and always check their contents before they are given out [some have been known to have dubious adverts!]

10. Keep a photocopy of all instruction sheets eg ‘how to operate the stopwatch’, as these are not usually replaceable

11. Give the kits a big ‘build up’. Prepare the pupils in advance by showing them a kit and explaining how to use them and how to look after them. Remind them that the kits should be kept away from younger siblings.

12. Prepare the parents in advance by informing them about the kits and the reasoning behind them. This will hopefully encourage them to take full advantage of them.

Below are examples of curiosity kits which were sourced for the Highland Literacy Project in March 2007.
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Curiosity Kits   Sourced March 07

	TOPIC
	Book Title/ISBN
	Publisher/series
	Magazine
	object
	Source of object

	1. INVENTION
	Invention 1405305991
	DK Eyewonder  £6.99 HB
	Digital camera
	Pedometer         £5.99

brochure: digital TV
	Maplin Electronics

	2. SPACE
	Space 1405304723
	DK Eyewonder £4.99 PB
	Astronomy Now
	Constellations set

                         £3.99
	Waterstones

	3. ARCTIC & ANTARCTIC
	Arctic & Antarctic
	DK Eyewonder

£5.99 HB
	BBC Wildlife

Volume 25 no3 

[0870 444 7013 for back issues]
	Model walrus

                        £3.00
	Early Learning centre[ELC]

	4. WHALES & DOLPHINS
	Whales and Dolphins

1405309652
	DK Eyewonder
£4.99 PB
	National Geographic
April 2007.
	Binoculars          £2.97

Local dolphin brochures & postcard
	Tesco

Tourist information

	5. INSECTS
	Bugs 0751329304
	DK Eyewonder
£5.99 HB
	Grow Your Own
	Box of Bugs       £7.00

Magnifying glass£1.50
	ELC

	6. SHARKS
	Sharks 0746037236
	Usbourne Internet links 

£4.99 PB
	Diver Big Shark Special Mar 07

[01233 623131 for back issues]
	Model shark      £3.00
	ELC

	7. REPTILES
	Reptiles 1405306815
	DK Eyewonder
£4.99 PB
	Retile Care [tel:01179693013]
	Model Iguana         

                         £3.00
	ELC

	8. BIG CAT
	Big Cat 0751328820
	DK Eyewonder
£5.99 HB
	Wildlife Wonders of Kruger National Park

[or Wildlife conservation]
	Binoculars          £2.97

Model Leopard  £3.00
	Tesco

ELC

	9. JUNGLE
	Rainforest 1405304707
	DK Eyewonder
£4.99 PB
	BBC wildlife

Volume 25 no4 

[0870 444 7013 for back issues] or Wildlife Conservation 
	Compass            £9.99
	Millets

	10. PREHISTORIC LIFE
	Dinosaurs 1405304731
	DK Eyewonder
£4.99 PB
	Deposits 

[Tel: 0800 0336002]
	Model dinosaur

                         £3.00
	ELC

	11. PIRATES


	Pirate 1405309822
	DK Eyewonder
£5.99 HB
	Traditional Boats and Tall Ships
	Model Pirates

                         £5.00
	ELC

	12. CASTLES & 

      KNIGHTS
	Castle and Knight

1405309830
	DK Eyewonder
£5.99 HB
	Scotland Magazine 

Issue 31
	Model knights  £5.00

Local castle brochures & postcard
	ELC

Tourist information

	13. FOOTBALL
	Learn to play Football

1405311231
	DK Learn to

£6.99 HB
	World Soccer or Soccer Digest
	Referee wallet with red and yellow card & score sheet                £3.99

Local match programme
	JJB Sports

	14. SNOWBOARD
	Learn to Snowboard

1405318365
	DK Learn to

£6.99 HB
	Document Snowboard
	Snowboard Leash £4.99

Local brochures
	Craigdon Mountain Sports

T. information

	15. SKATEBOARD
	Skateboarding

0431037027
	Heinemann Radical Sports £6.99 PB
	Kingpin
	Knee pads

                            70p
	Tesco

	 16. BIKES
	BMX 0431037035
	Heinemann Radical Sports £6.99 PB
	What mountain Bike?
	Pump and repair kit

                Total = £4.44
	Tesco

	17. MOTORBIKES
	Motor Cross

0431036993
	Heinemann Radical Sports  £6.99 PB
	Moto
	Model Motorbike

                           £1.23
	Tesco

	18. RACING

      CARS                  
	Cars 
07807 49663216 or

Race Cars 9781844212637
	Franklin Watts

£11.99 HB

Raintree  £11.99 HB
	F1 Racing
	Stop watch          £4.99
	JJB sports

	19. AEROPLANES
	Aeroplane 1405314826
	DK Machines at work £4.99 PB
	Today’s Pilot
	Matchbox model aeroplanes             £4.00
	Tesco

	20. TRUCKS
	Trucks 1405308206
	DK Machines at work £5.99 HB
	Truck and Driver
	Fluffy Dice

                             £2.99
	Halfords


· All magazines were purchased at local newsagents unless a phone number/address is given for direct contact, and cost between £2.50 and £4.25. Magazine Plastic covers were purchased.

· Books were purchased on line or through Borders and plastic covers were bought for all paper back books 

· Plastic wallets for brochures/delicate objects are from WH Smith [£1.99 for 5]

· Kit instructions and contents were laminated back to back

· Operational instructions eg for the pedometer were laminated and a photocopy kept
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


INVENTION
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Book : Invention

Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405305591

Magazine : Digital Camera

Object : Pedometer 
Brochure : Digital TV

Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


ARCTIC and ANTARCTIC
[image: image5.wmf]
Book : Arctic and Antarctic
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 9781405313032
Magazine : BBC Wildlife 

Volume 25 no 3
Object : model walrus
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


BIG CAT
[image: image6.wmf]
Book : Big Cat
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 0751328820
Magazine : Wildlife wonders of Kruger 

National Park
Object : Binoculars in case [plus instructions and cloth]
Model leopard 
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


WHALES AND DOLPHINS
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Book : Whales and Dolphins
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405309652
Magazine : National Geographic
Object : Binoculars in case [plus instructions and cloth]
     postcard
Brochure : local dolphin brochures x 3
       in plastic wallet
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


JUNGLE
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Book : Rainforest
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405304707
Magazine : BBC Wildlife
Volume 25 no 4
Object : compass in case and box
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


DINOSAURS
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Book : Dinosaurs
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405304731
Magazine : Deposits 

Object : model dinosaur
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


SNOWBOARD
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Book : Learn to Snowboard
Publisher: DK Learn to
ISBN : 1405318365
Magazine : Document Snowboard
Object : Snowboard leash
Brochure : local brochure
                in plastic wallet
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


BIKES
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Book : BMX
Publisher: Heinemann Radical Sports
ISBN : 0431037035
Magazine : What Mountain Bike
Object : pump
Repair kit
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


AEROPLANES
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Book : Aeroplane
Publisher: DK Machines at Work
ISBN : 1405314826
Magazine : Today’s Pilot
Object : Matchbox Model Aeroplane x2 or x3
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


TRUCKS
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Book : Trucks
Publisher: DK Machines at work
ISBN : 9781405313032
Magazine : Truck and Driver
Object : Fluffy Dice
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


SPACE
[image: image14.wmf]
Book : Space
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405304723
Magazine : Astronomy Now
Object : constellation set in plastic wallet 

[12 pieces] plus card
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


INSECTS
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Book : Bugs
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 0751329304
Magazine : Grow your own
Object : tin of bugs [ 10 ]

Magnifying glass
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


SHARKS
[image: image16.wmf]
Book : Sharks
Publisher: Usbourne Internet links
ISBN : 0746037236
Magazine : Diver Big Shark Special
Object : model shark
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


REPTILES
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Book : Reptiles
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405306815
Magazine : Reptile Care
Object : model Iguana
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


PIRATES
[image: image18.wmf]
Book : Pirates
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405309822
Magazine : Traditional Ships and Tall Boats
Object : model Pirate x 2 or 3
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


CASTLES and KNIGHTS
[image: image19.wmf]
Book : Castle and Knight
Publisher: DK Eyewonder

ISBN : 1405309830
Magazine : Scotland Magazine no 31
Object : model knight x 2 or 3
Brochure : Local Castle brochures x6 in wallet
Postcard

Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


FOOTBALL
[image: image20.wmf]
Book : Learn to Play Football
Publisher: DK Learn to
ISBN : 1405311231
Magazine : World Soccer OR Soccer Digest
Object : Referee wallet with red/yellow cards,
Pencil and score sheets in plastic wallet
Brochure : Local club match programme
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


SKATEBOARD
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Book : Skateboarding
Publisher: Heinemann radical Sports
ISBN : 0431037027
Magazine : Kingpin
Object : 2 kneepads
Information Card

                                                              
Highland Literacy Project

CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


MOTOR BIKES
[image: image22.wmf]
Book : Motor Cross
Publisher: Heinemann radical Sports 
ISBN : 1431036993
Magazine : Moto
Object : model motor bike in box
Information Card


Highland Literacy project

CURIOSITY KIT CONTENTS


RACING CARS
[image: image23.wmf]
Book : Cars
Publisher: Franklin Watts    ISBN : 0780749663216
  OR Race Cars 
Raintree
    ISBN 9781844212637

Magazine : F1 Racing
Object : Stop watch in zip bag and instructions 
Information Card
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CURIOSITY KIT

This curiosity kit has been created for the pupils of Primary 4 and contains a selection of factual material. Although not compulsory, it is hoped that by sharing this kit with an adult, your child will be encouraged to:

· Read a wider range of material

· Discover and/or develop reading for enjoyment

· Develop their skills when reading for information

Most importantly, a child who sees an enthusiastic adult reading, will learn to be an enthusiastic reader too!
Please note that the contents have been selected by subject matter and have not been graded by reading ability. 

A member of staff will have checked that you received it in good order and we ask that each kit is returned to school on the date requested.

We have made every effort to ensure that the magazines do not contain any unsuitable materials. Please contact the school if you find that we have missed an item that falls into that category.
To keep the kits in as good a condition as possible and because some kits contain small items which may be a choking hazard, we ask that they are kept away from younger siblings. 
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This curiosity kit has been created for the pupils of Primary 4 and contains a selection of factual material. Although not compulsory, it is hoped that by sharing this kit with an adult, your child will be encouraged to:
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Most importantly, a child who sees an enthusiastic adult reading, will learn to be an enthusiastic reader too!

Please note that the contents have been selected by subject matter and have not been graded by reading ability. 

A member of staff will have checked that you received it in good order and we ask that each kit is returned to school on the date requested.

We have made every effort to ensure that the magazines do not contain any unsuitable materials. Please contact the school if you find that we have missed an item that falls into that category.
To keep the kits in as good a condition as possible and because some kits contain small items which may be a choking hazard, we ask that they are kept away from younger siblings. 
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