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How to help your child at home

· Learning to read is one of the most important things that your child will ever do. 
· Children are learning all the time, and most of their learning takes place at home.

· There are many things that you, as parents, can do to help your child become a confident reader.

· Children learn best if the learning is FUN!



This booklet gives some suggestions for you to try at home…

Games to play with your child at Home
These do not need to be expensive – Just use materials found at home.


· Roll a dice and find & read a word with the corresponding number of letters in your favourite story book.
· Word hunt -Let them highlight common words in a newspaper eg find ‘the’ 

· How many words can they make from big words such as hippopotamus?

· Hunt the word – write some common words or words from their reading book onto scraps of paper. Hide them. Your child wins them if they can find and read them!

· Noughts and crosses – Write words or sounds onto bits of paper. Put them upside down. If your child reads one correctly, they can put in an x in the grid. Now it’s your turn.
· Snap – write some common words onto card. Each one will need to be written 4 times. Play snap!

· Pairs – as above. Match common words or words from their reading book.

· Magnetic fridge letters – great for making words and playing games. 
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Children learn by example so let them see you read as often as possible.

Good readers need a big vocabulary and they learn this through talking and listening- so try to talk with your child at every opportunity.
Look for signs around the house and outside – tins, labels, shop signs.
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Tell me a story

Above all it is important for parents to tell stories and to read to their children. Encourage your child to tell you stories too!
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Common words to use for Games

Children learn from success. When playing games, use lots of words that they know and just one or two unfamiliar ones.

Remember, if your child is in P1, they will only be learning to read and write the first few of the following common words.
Group 1

    a    and    he    I    in    is    it    of    that    the     to    was  

 Group 2

all    are    as    at    be    but    can    came    for    had    have    him    his    my    new    no    not    on    one    said    she    so    they   two   we   when   with   you
Group 3

about    an    back    because    been    before    big    by    call    come    could    did    do    down    first    from    get    go    going     has    her    here    if    into    like    little    look    made    make    me    more    much    must    now    off    old    only    or    our     other    out    over    right    see    some    their    them    there    then    this    up    want    well    went    were    what    where    which    who    will









