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Reading for information




• Apply the information acquired from a number of different sources for the purposes of a piece of personal research.



• Gather and categorise information from a range of sources in a variety of formats, for cross-curricular research, make notes independently; 

• evaluate the appropriateness of such information for particular purposes, including reporting.




In groups and individually, pupils will increasingly be expected to identify and select relevant information (some of which might be complex and presented in formats that are not in continuous prose) for a range of purposes and tasks. Methods of identification and selection might include highlighting, underlining, categorising and making notes. For the purpose of giving a report, spoken or written, pupils should be encouraged to work to a given task and to organise their research, making constructive notes and taking responsibility for presentation.

Reading for enjoyment



• Read regularly for enjoyment texts with a wide range of subject matter, and provide, either orally or in writing, a considered personal view of the texts read, supported by some relevant evidence.


• Negotiate a personal reading programme, and read regularly for enjoyment texts and range in subject matter and genre; 

• provide, either orally or in writing, evidence of personal engagement with the texts, substantiated by textual reference.


Pupils will be encouraged to carry through a personal reading programme devised with the help of the teacher, keeping a reading diary with short personal responses, comments and recommendations. The teacher can promote an atmosphere of discovery and excitement by: inviting pupils to share with others what they have enjoyed; highlighting reading for enjoyment; providing time for personal reading; discussing reading with pupils individually and in groups; allowing pupils time to discuss texts with each other.

Reading to reflect on the writer's ideas and craft





• Read independently, skim and scan to locate main points of a text; make predictions, identify subsidiary ideas; comment briefly on the opinions and attitudes of the writer; describe with some direction, the simpler aspects of style and its intended audience.

• Read independently, skim and scan to locate main points of a text; 

• make predictions, identify subsidiary ideas; 

• comment briefly on the opinions and attitudes of the writer; 

• describe, with some support, the simpler aspects of style and its intended audience.

Pupils will be encouraged to work in groups on tasks that will focus on specific aspects of a writer's craft. In this way they will gain confidence in discussing aspects such as viewpoint, characterisation, imagery, use of language, turning points, contrast, the build-up of argument, while drawing upon supporting evidence from texts. Ideas generated in this way will form the basis for pupils' writing and speaking about texts.
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Awareness of genre (type of text)





• Identify some similarities and differences of form and content in examples of texts from a variety of genres, and comment on how these reflect the texts' purposes.

• In texts from a range of genres, demonstrate and understanding of the relationship amongst genre, purpose and audience; 

• explore the possibilities of this relationship by creating their own examples; 

• either orally or in writing, make a critical evaluation of a text, taking account of the genre.

Pupils will become increasingly confident in their identification of genre and its relationship to purpose and audience, both in literary texts and non-fictional texts. Such confidence will be developed and reinforced by encouraging pupils to create, sometimes working with others, their own examples of texts in a genre, and by helping them to recognise the importance of genre in evaluating texts. Teachers will also help pupils to identify ways in which non-fictional texts present knowledge, in a wide variety of texts across the curriculum.

Reading aloud




• Read aloud familiar texts of some complexity, not only to communicate meaning but also to convey such aspects of the writer's craft as tone, mood.

Opportunities for reading aloud (alone, and with others), on both formal and informal occasions, will promote pupils' confidence in communicating meaning. In addition to the broader skills of dramatic expression, reading for effect and performance, the pupils will with practice enjoy communicating subtle aspects of a text, particularly tone and mood.

Knowledge about language






• Show that they know, understand and can use at least the following terms: genre; syllable, root, stem, prefix, suffix, simile, metaphor.

• Show that they know, understand and can use at least the following terms: literary, linguistic, points of view; onomatopoeia, alliteration.

In discussing texts pupils will have increasing, well planned opportunities to consolidate their knowledge about language, using appropriate terminology with more confidence - including the terms literary, linguistic and viewpoint, onomatopoeia and alliteration.
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Functional writing






• Write in a variety of forms to communicate key events, facts, points of view and ideas using appropriate organisation and specialist vocabulary.

• Both individually and in groups, marshal ideas using a range of research procedures; 

• collate information in order to present a point of view or argument; 

• select appropriate structures and apply appropriate conventions of writing

Pupils' developing skills in reading for information will enable them to write cogently in a range of genres; they will gain experience in a variety of research procedures which, increasingly, will involve the use of IT; they will select and collate information in accordance with task and purpose; they will select appropriate structures and formats; they will apply appropriate conventions of writing with confidence.

Personal writing




• Write about personal experiences in a variety of formats, demonstrating some capacity to reflect on experience and with some grasp of appropriate style.

• Select from personal experiences and write reflectively on these; 

• use ideas, structures and vocabulary appropriate to different forms of personal writing.

Teachers will help pupils to explore the opportunities for reflection in personal writing and to select experiences which lend themselves to thoughtful review. The quality of pupils' reflection will depend upon sensitive guidance from the teacher and upon encouragement to develop reflection beyond "I think........" All such work should take account of audience and purpose; teachers will also encourage modelling in writing to increase pupils' awareness of genre.

Imaginative writing







• Write imaginative pieces in various genres, making some use of appropriate literary conventions.





• Explore forms of writing with quite complex structure and organisation; 

• attempt to create mood, develop understanding of point of view, and use language to create particular effects in imaginative pieces in various genres.

Teachers will foster a workshop environment; pupils will discuss and share ideas; read each others' openings, pieces of dialogue, turning points, first drafts; be prepared to comment constructively and listen to comment. In such an environment pupils will more readily think of themselves as writers, crafting their ideas in various genres. Use of their own dialect and language should be actively encouraged not only in dialogue, but as part of a developing confidence in experimenting with language to create particularly effects.
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Punctuation and structure 







• In the writing tasks above, construct, punctuate and link sentences of different lengths, and organise them in paragraphs in order to shape meaning. 

• Recognise the relationship between punctuation and meaning and develop confidence in using punctuations, paragraphing and sentence structure for specific effect; 
• independently identify and correct most errors in early drafts of written work through careful proof-reading.


Whenever they write, pupils will be encouraged to recognise and understand the relationship between punctuation and meaning, and the influence of structure on the direction and shape of the whole piece of writing. Pupils should also be encouraged to experiment with punctuation and structure, seeking advice from the teacher and comparing notes with peers as to the effectiveness of what has been attempted. Pupils should have opportunities to proof-read their own and others' work.

Spelling





• In the writing tasks above, spell accurately most of the words they need to use, including specialist terminology.

• In the writing task above, spell accurately most of the words they need to use, including specialist terminology; 
• use a dictionary constructively and with confidence.

As part of their language work, pupils will have opportunities to learn about and observe features of the structures of language and words, including comparative forms of spelling in Standard English and dialect.

Handwriting and presentation

• In the writing tasks above, employ a fluent legible style of handwriting, and set out completed work clearly and attractively.

• In the writing tasks above, employ a fluent, legible style of handwriting, and set out completed work clearly, attractively and appropriately for purpose.

Increasingly, desktop publishing will make the presentation of pupils' work visually appealing. Teachers and pupils will need to recognise how new skills may be used to enhance the presentation of a piece of work.

Knowledge about language








• Show that they know, understand and can use at least the following terms: main point, topic sentence, evidence, subject, predicate, clause; quotation marks, apostrophe; punctuation.

• Through regular use, consolidate their knowledge about language, including technical terms; 
• be prepared to reflect upon and experiment with the workings of language and its varieties.

In the opportunities provided for writing, pupils will find occasion to consolidate their knowledge about language, using terms appropriate to the task in hand and to their own development. Such use should be encouraged, and pupils' interest in the workings and variety of language should be fostered.
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Writing about texts


• Recognise the purpose of organising and recording their responses to a wide variety of texts in writing, given a clearly defined and appropriate task; 
• after discussion with teachers and peers, write a personal response which shows understanding of key elements of a text, draws on evidence from the text and establishes a clear line of thought.

Teachers will recognise that the opportunities to write about texts follow very naturally from private reading and from occasions when pupils have been talking about texts. Pupils should be helped to see a clear purpose for writing about texts of their choice: to communicate their own enjoyment of a text; to make recommendations to their peers; and to help them to keep a record of their reading for enjoyment.
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