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http://www.hvlc.org.uk/hlp/

As we enter the final phase of the Literacy Project, we are about to engage with our remaining primary school staff and a further number of secondary colleagues.  This leaflet details a number of new and exciting aspects also being planned as we continually move literacy work on within Highland.  

The HLP team for 2009/2010
We are delighted to confirm that Lorna Sim will continue in post as our Curriculum for Excellence Implementation Officer for Literacy for this final year.  To support Lorna, we plan to advertise for short term secondees who, with head teacher permission, will be released to support classroom practice in schools, aspects of inset and with CPD.  Two similar posts will be filled to support Gaelic medium colleagues.   Are you someone who has a proven track record for literacy development?  Is it you we are looking for?  The posts will be advertised internally, with interviews being held early in the session.

Emerging Technologies – LTS & HLP together
In conjunction with Derek Robertson and his team at Learning and Teaching Scotland, we are looking for a number of schools to pilot use of (loaned) games consoles to see how these add value to literacy development.  Supported by Learning & Teaching Scotland, this is likely to include:
· using the Nintendo game Hotel Dusk (DS) and the old time radio detective series as the contextual driver for a project that would see secondary pupils write, record, dramatise and share their own podcastable noir/mystery style audio stories. 

· the opportunity for an early years class to engage with a Nintendogs project. http://ltsblogs.org.uk/consolarium/2008/03/22/fantastic-learning-in-p2-via-nintendogs/ 

· We also have kit available to facilitate an Endless Ocean project. This involves connecting a Wii to the whiteboard and using the rich visual environment within the game to create a collaborative story around which literacy activities, that have purpose and relevance, can grow http://ltsblogs.org.uk/consolarium/2008/11/15/endless-ocean-and-endless-learning-in-stirling/
Other options may be possible, dependent on new resources being trialled by LTS next session.  Expressions of interest should be submitted to Clifford Cooke by Friday 28 August 2009.
Meantime, if you have learners who excel at “Guitar Hero” or who have an smart idea for a new game, check out the competitions being run as part of the Scottish Learning Festival 2009 at http://ltsblogs.org.uk/consolarium/
SQA Literacy Action Research & HLP
SQA is keen to work with a Highland school to undertake a piece of action research.  The main aim is for SQA to learn what might work nationally - and what has not worked and why!  The successful applicant would be expected to try some things out in a fairly focussed and supported way, well before the qualifications that accompany them are introduced. Some small scale funding would be available.  Margaret Tierney at SQA is particularly interested in the proposed new qualifications in Literacy, expected to be available for those in S3. The introduction of qualifications for literacy is thought to help with improving skill sets.  SQA would like to explore this with practitioners on the ground. The focus would not be so much on delivery but on how that might for example link to methods of assessment and collection of evidence, cross curricular change in a school or with partners which may present cultural challenges etc. SQA would be particularly interested in any centre keen to try using e portfolio approach to gathering evidence from a range of different subject areas or  partnership in a literacy context.   
A briefing note and a copy of one proposal which was successful last year are attached electronically.  Further details can obtained from Margaret.Tierney@sqa.org.uk.   Anyone planning to apply should do so directly to SQA but also copy Lorna Sim into correspondence.
Probationer Support
As we welcome a new cohort of probationers into Highland, can you ensure that our new colleagues enrol for the CPD provided by HLP?  For primary staff, two days focus on aspects of reading and one day develops writing approaches.  One day’s training supports secondary probationers.
Family Literacies
HLP has been working the Adult Basic Education colleagues to develop an understanding of literacy issues post-school.  We plan to work jointly with one or two schools where together we can identify and support family literacy issues.  This would be tailored to help meet local, identified needs.  Any school which would be interested and has ideas should contact Clifford Cooke by Friday 28 August 2009.
Open Training 2009/10
HLP is making a strong contribution to the authority’s online CPD calendar.  A number of new courses are being run in partnership.  

Literacy through Drama is being run by our Art Links Officer, Lynn Johnson.  This fully interactive and participatory day will look at the links between drama and literacy and will provide teachers with ideas and inspiration for literacy through drama.
Moving Image Education will be led by Adam Seddon and Tim Flood, Scottish Screen education officers.  The day will have a clear focus on how to use film to motivate and extend literacy lessons and will show how film fits in with the wider definition of texts in CfE.  For those who previously attended this course but were concerned by technical and software aspects of use, Sandra Nesbitt (Dingwall Pr) and Graham Bell, (Development Officer ATS) will be running a “hands on” ICT course on Creating Multi Modal Texts.     http://highland.cpdservice.net
Learning and Teaching Scotland Literacy Team update
This team is currently working with authorities including Highland to produce a number of exciting support resources.  Following on from the successful “Literacy across learning” seminars for secondary teachers (held in May in Highland), literacy events are being planned for primary staff too.  These are likely to be run early in 2010.

Online resources are currently planned for next session.  These include a “Knowledge about language” kit for non-literacy specialists (October 2009).  
A series of six literacy case studies will be available from August.
Twelve English as an additional language case studies will appear by December.  
A children’s poetry anthology entitled “Hame” is being launched at the start of next session.  Watch out for a copy coming to your school!  
For those of you who submitted an application for “Write at home” the latest news is that bids are being considered now.  
Finally, watch out for HLP’s Scots language pack appearing on the LTS website in early autumn.  Our thanks to those local practitioners who produced these fantastic resources!
Highland Learning Festival October 2009
Look out for a number of literacy themed sessions including Comic life, Supporting Parents, Using Scots, Using HLP in Gaelic Medium, Literacy across learning – Art, Games based learning, Using Moving Image in Modern languages and science.  Our thanks to all those practitioners running these events.
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