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Enquiry Skills
The Enquiry Skills section of the Standard Grade exam is worth 60% of the overall grade. Therefore it is important to do as well as you can in this section. If you get a 4 for KU and 
3 for ES, then your overall grade will be a 3.

It is especially important that you learn how to do the Enquiry Skills questions in 
Unit 1 – Britain and Scotland 1830-1930 as  the Enquiry Skills questions are different 
from the other two units. (ES1, ES5 and ES6 type questions) If you learn the way to answer these questions, you will score high marks. 25% of the total exam marks are in the Unit 1 
Enquiry Skills section.
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· Author - WHO

· Contemporary - WHEN
· Content - WHAT
· Accuracy / Bias - WHAT
· Limitation - WHAT
· Purpose - WHY
Source A is useful as evidence of …… because ……

( Author

- eyewitness




- historian (hindsight)

( Contemporary 
- primary / secondary




- from the time of …..

( Content 

- summarise in one sentence 
( Purpose 

- why the author wrote the source
Conclusion - However Source A is partially useful as evidence of …… because ……

( Accuracy

 – state how the source is biased/gives 1 opinion

( Limitation

- state how the source is limited e.g. only mentions tank when 




  
question is asking about weapons of WW1

EXAMPLES OF ES1 QUESTIONS

(In Unit 1B, 2B and 3A)

REMEMBER
Primary Sources are useful because they are first hand evidence from the time of … (increase in population, popularity of railways etc, use words from question to finish off your answer).


Secondary Sources are also useful.  Although secondary sources are not from the time of study the author (s) has/have/ specialist knowledge and the benefit of hindsight.


Unit 1B

Source A is from an article in the Scottish Railway Gazette for April 1845.

Source A


In Source B, J. McDonald writes in his memoirs about the early days of railways.

Source B


1
How useful are Sources A and B for investigating whether railways were universally welcomed between 1840 and 1900?
   4

  Unit 2B

Source A is part of a speech made by Arthur Balfour, chief British representative at the League of Nations in 1920.

Source A


2
How useful is Source A as evidence of attitudes towards the League of Nations?     
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Answer this type of question by saying:-

Both sources agree that ___________________________________________

because Source A says/show ________________________________________

and Source B says/shows ___________________________________________

The sources disagrees about ________________________________________

because Source A says/shows _______________________________________

but Source B says/shows ___________________________________________

Only Source A mentions ____________________________________________

however this is not mentioned in Source B 
To get full marks you need to give 2 comparison statements and quotes to back them up.

EXAMPLES OF ES2 QUESTIONS

(In Units 2B or 3A only)
 

 Unit 2B
Source B is from “The League of Nations” by historians Gibbons and Morican.

Source B


Source C is from “World History from 1914” by Christopher Culpin.

Source C


1
How far do Sources B and C agree about the League of Nations?

4


REMEMBER

· you only need to take points from the source
NO RECALL is required
Begin by giving the author’s attitude on the source e.g., “In Source A the author has a negative attitude towards ………”

Use emotion words to give the author’s attitude/opinion.

Back up these words with quotes form the sources.  Remember to use speech marks.

NB To get full marks you need to give the author’s opinion and explain three things the author says.

EXAMPLES OF ES3 QUESTIONS

(In Units 2B or 3A only)


  Unit 2B

Source B from the diary of a Soldier who took part in the battle of the Somme.
Source B

1

Discuss the attitude of the writer of Source A towards the leaders of 



the British Army in 1916.
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  Unit 3A
Source A is about Congressional assistance to the Railroad companies.  It is taken from “The Iron Road” by S. Watson, published in 1984.
Source A


2
Discuss the attitude of the American Government towards the development of transcontinental railways.
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REMEMBER

· Points from the source

· Points from Recall
1
The sources give (a) partial explanation/evidence on ………, for example Source A mentions _______________________________________ and Source B states _______________________________________
2
Information not mentioned in the sources is _____________________________

EXAMPLES OF ES4 QUESTIONS

(In Units 2B or 3A only)


  Unit 2B

In Source A Sir Arthur Conan Doyle writes about a gas attack in 1915.

Source A


In Source B a British soldier writes about the aftermath of a gas attack.

Source B


1
How fully do Sources A and B describe the use of gas in the First World War?

You must use your own knowledge and give reasons for your answer.

5

 
 Unit 3A
Source C Ku Klux Klan

2
How fully does Source C describe the activity of the Ku Klux Klan?  You should use your own knowledge as well as evidence from the source in your answer.














        5

There are 2 parts to this question:-  

· What evidence in the sources supports the view that  ……

· What evidence in the sources does not support the view that  ……

Begin with:-
The evidence from Source A which supports the view is  ……

Continue with:-
The evidence from Source B and Source C is ….. 

Then answer the second part of the question
The evidence from Source A which disagrees with/does not support the view is  ……

Continue with:-

Evidence from Source B and Source C is …..
There is No Recall required in this type of question – Points are from the sources.
For General you can do this as a table

For Example

	
	Evidence for sources agreeing with ….
	Evidence for sources disagreeing with ….

	Source A


	
	

	Source B


	
	

	Source C


	
	


If the question is worth 5 marks try to find al least 5 points.

EXAMPLES OF ES5 QUESTIONS

(In Unit 1B only)

The issue for investigating is:


Study the sources carefully and answer the questions which follow.

You should use your own knowledge where appropriate.

Source A is from “Twentieth Century Britain” written in 1977 by the historians Dennis Richards and Anthony Quick.

Source A


Source B is from “Memories of Helen Crawford”, a Scottish member of the Women’s Social and Political Union
Source B 

Source C is from the “Dundee Advertiser”, 22nd July, 1914.

Source C


1
What evidence is there in the sources that militant tactics damaged women’s struggle for the vote?
What evidence is there in the sources that militant tactics helped women’s struggle for the vote?
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(You will have already written 2 answers “What evidence supports” and “What evidence 
does not support”) (ES5)

Answer

Evidence for:
From the sources



Recall (from own memory)

Evidence against
From the sources



Recall

Conclusion:-

“Therefore from the sources and from recall it can be concluded that there is evidence
both for and against ……”
If you do not include information from the sources and recall you will only achieve 
half marks.

EXAMPLES OF ES6 QUESTIONS

(In Unit 1B only)

Source A is from “Twentieth Century Britain” written in 1977 by the historians Dennis Richards and Anthony Quick.

Source A


Source B is from “Memories of Helen Crawford”, a Scottish member of the Women’s Social and Political Union.
Source B 

Source C is from the “Dundee Advertiser”, 22nd July, 1914.

Source C


1
To what extent did militant tactics damage the cause of votes for women before 1914?

You must use evidence from the sources and your own knowledge to reach a balanced conclusion.
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Glossary of Types of Sources

Explain why the following sources may be useful to a historian studying certain periods. Mention such things as:
· the person who wrote/drew the source, 

· the position they held (e.g. an expert in that area: doctor, politician etc),

· whether it is a eyewitness or a secondary source. 

· Also question whether the source may or not be biased.

· Then analyse the content of the source, give a basic description and then question whether it is useful/reliable/biased etc
A Letter from a Doctor in 1830 describing Health in Glasgow: An eyewitness account from someone who was there at a certain time. The person is an doctor, therefore and expert on Health and housing 
Diary entry: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Parliamentary Report: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Royal Commission Report on:

___________________________________________________________________
Recent Book on: ___________________________________________________________________
Historians View on: ___________________________________________________________________
Speech by Prime Minister: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Book:_______________________________________________________________
British member of Versailles Conference: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Horace Greely who travelled westwards across America in 1859:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Chief Joseph of the Nez Perces tribe describes:

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Someone who lived in Germany during WW1:

___________________________________________________________________     

___________________________________________________________________
American newspaper commenting on:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

"Changing Lives" by Sydney Wood:
___________________________________________________________________
A description written by someone living in Glasgow in 1838:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Modern History book: 
___________________________________________________________________
Local Council report on:

___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Some words you might find useful:-





	annoyed 	upset	angry	alarmed	shocked	


	stupid	ashamed	disapproving	hated	admired





	welcoming		disliked	uncaring		unfair	
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The Ku Klux Klan was set up soon after us coloured folk were set free.  Some Negroes started their own farms.  If they did good and made some money the Klan would come and poison their animals and burn their crops.  When the government built schools for coloured folks the Klan burned them down.  They dragged Negroes from the jails and beat their brains out or hanged them on the nearest tree.
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Railways will mean that all parts of the country will become more opened up. Land in the interior will, by a system of cheap and rapid transport for manure and farm produce, become almost as valuable as land on the coast. The man of business can as easily join his family at a distance of 10 or 12 miles as could formerly be done at 2 or 3 miles.





My stepmother took her place in the train. She had her handkerchief tightly pressed to her eyes so that she might see nothing. A more extreme picture of terror and dejection I never saw. I remember well hearing the criticisms of railways: their dangers, their abilities to injure health, their causing cows to refuse to be milked; their ruin of the horse breeding trade.








The League of Nations is not set up to deal with a world in chaos, or with any part of the world which is in trouble. The League of Nations may give assistance but it is not, and cannot be, a complete instrument for bringing order out of chaos.








The League, handicapped as it was by the absence of major powers, did achieve a measure of success during the Corfu crisis. The League had been designed to deal with just such a dangerous problem as this. It had acted fairly and promptly and it had condemned the violence of the Italians towards the Greeks. But it had lost the initiative. The result was that a great power had once again got away with using force against a small power.





The most serious blow was the refusal of the USA to become a member. The League was consequently weakened when it came to dealing with incidents such as the Corfu crisis. The League quickly discussed the matter and offered a solution. However, under pressure from the Italian dictator, Mussolini, the terms of the agreement were altered in favour of Italy. The League had been ready to act but the Great Powers acted on their own, ignoring the League. Bullying tactics had paid off.





What made the planners at headquarters think that we could get through the wire?  How could they think that shellfire would shred it to pieces?  Any soldier could have told them that an exploding shell just throws the barbed wire into the air and drops it down again, often more tangled than it was before.





Congress increased land grants to the rail companies from 10 square miles to 20 square miles for each mile of rail track they built.  The Central Pacific and the Union Pacific railway companies were granted more than 20 million acres of land.  More important, government loans of up to $48,000 per mile were not held back until the track was laid.  When the companies had prepared each 20-mile section of roadbed two thirds of the money was handed over to them.





Poison gas was a dreadful weapon which most cruelly affected the victim. The Germans won ground using the methods of the mass murderer. Their great army became in a single day an object of tremendous horror and great contempt.





We have heaps of gassed soldiers. The poor things are burnt all over with great blisters and blind eyes all glued together. They speak in a merest whisper saying their throats are closing and they will choke.








Militant tactics damaged the cause of votes for women before 1914.





In 1912 Christabel Pankhurst organised a systematic campaign of violence. Actions of this kind, however, only offended the majority of the population and made it impossible for the Prime Minister, Mr Asquith, to grant the vote to women without appearing weak. While militant actions did force men to consider the suffrage issue, by 1913 the moderate suffrage campaigners were making a much deeper impression by their propaganda than the Pankhursts were by their various outrages.





In March 1912 the Suffragettes adopted more drastic methods. Although the death of Emily Davison shocked and horrified many, the heroism of many women militants called forth admiration, and an increase in the membership of the Suffrage Societies. The respectable, non-militant societies had neither the dramatic nor the spectacular appeal of the Women’s Social and Political Union. Mrs Pankhurst’s arrest and her hunger striking made many new recruits.





The militant groups have carried the struggle into the midst of the people of Scotland. In doing this they have taught us much that we had been ignorant of. Twelve months ago, a militant Suffragette could not receive a hearing. She was hooted and bawled at as if she were a fanatic. Now, large crowds nightly assemble to hear and express sympathy with her. No one can stand and listen to the details of the sufferings of those in prison and remain unmoved.
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