

Explains what has been happening in the local area, or in the world. Normally always true stories, with lots of detail and quotes.


Written to ask for information, or to give a person information about something. 


Written as a reminder about something. Very short, with no explanation about any of the things on the list. A very basic form of writing.

Tells what somebody’s day has been like. Includes lots of detail, personal thoughts and feelings.


Usually about a particular subject and written by someone who is an expert in that subject. Lots of detail, and interesting information.


A book full of maps, and information about the world we live in. These often include information about each particular country or area of the world.


Tells you how to do something, make something, or carry out a procedure.

Tells about the events of a particular event, giving lots of detail about who was involved and what happened. Usually written in av ery organized and methodical way.


Full of different articles about various things. Can be about a particular subject. Often contain true stories about real people or events


A text that explains how something works, how something happened, or why something happened. 


A piece of writing that gives 2 different sides of an argument. Gives both points of view, without telling the reader which side to believe. Is not usually made up, but can include different peoples opinions. Is normally factual (true).



Written about various things, to give information about that thing / event. Usually include prices, dates, times etc. Often are trying to persuade the reader to do something, go somewhere, or buy something, and so often only give one opinion, and never mention the bad points.


A piece of writing written about a particular subject, that is trying to persuade you to agree with a particular viewpoint. Includes lots of the authors own thoughts, feelings and opinions, and so cannot be completely believed by the reader. Only gives one point or view, not a balanced viewpoint, or the whole picture.  Often, leaflets are persuasive.


A kind of instructions, specifically for cooking.

A type of reference book full of synonyms. (words that mean the same thing). Often found near dictionaries.


Dictionaries are special book that tells us what words mean. These are always written alphabetically.

Glossaries are like mini-dictionaries, and are like dictionaries which only tell us the meanings of the words in that book.


Normally stories that are made up (fictional). These are written in a special way so that they can easily be performed on stage, with different actors being each character in the story. Often have hidden meanings or messages.
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