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Hallowe’en

(Samhain)

     Is an old festival that marks the end of the long summer months.  It was traditionally a Pagan festival and was slowly taken over by the Christian Church to become All Saints Day or All Hallow’s Eve.
     In the old days it was a day when the gates to the spirit world were thought to open and the spirits of the dead walked the well-known streets.  The local people stayed at home safely during the day.

     Later in the evening, enormous bonfires were lit carefully and the men would take a burning brand and walk slowly round their fields to ward off the bad spirits and to ask politely for protection for their crops and cattle.  Now bright bonfires are lit on Guy Fawkes Night although that is not a traditional Scottish festival.
     Traditionally in Scotland, it was the young adults who would dress up scarily and go about the different houses.  The word ‘guisers’ means ‘someone in disguise’ and they would sing particular songs and rhymes loudly to keep the spirits away.

