Name                                                                                        Date
Saint Andrew’s Day

30th November

     Andrew was thought to be a fisherman who lived in Galilee in the 1st century.  Galilee is to the north of the country that we now call Israel.  Jesus called Andrew and his brother Simon Peter to follow him and they became, along with 10 other men, his disciples.
     After Jesus was crucified, Andrew believed that God would help him and he travelled to many countries to talk about his faith in Jesus.  Not everyone agreed with what he said and some were very cruel to him.  He was put to death as a liar and was crucified on a diagonal cross.  He was buried in Constantinople in Turkey.

     In the past the bones or belongings (called ‘relics’) of well-known saints like Andrew were kept in special boxes called ‘reliquaries’ and were thought to bring good fortune and protect the people who had them.  Some of St. Andrews relics were being carried on board a ship when a great storm blew up.  The ship was forced to land near a town on the east coast of Scotland now called St. Andrews and his relics were said to be stored there.  They were probably destroyed later.  Other relics of St. Andrew came back to Scotland in 1969 and are displayed in St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Cathedral in Edinburgh.
     Scotland’s national flag is called the St. Andrews Cross or the Saltire because of the white diagonal cross of St. Andrew set against a blue background. (Remember that St. Andrew was crucified on a diagonal cross).

     It is said that in the 7th Century, Angus, King of the Picts (a people who lived in Scotland at that time), was fighting against the Saxons.  It is said that Angus saw a white diagonal cross in the blue sky and took it as a sign of good fortune.  He then defeated the Saxons at a place called Athelstaneford in the Lothians.

     Over the centuries, St. Andrew and the Saltire became widely used by Scots as symbols of their country. Throughout the world Scottish people celebrate St. Andrew’s Day on 30th November.  Saltires fly on many buildings and special events take place reminding everyone of St. Andrew.
