A Matter of Time.

  Amita lay motionless, the faraway thunder of the explosion still echoing in her ears. She coughed, choking on the dry, biting dust. Her eyes stung. Something warm and sticky ran down her forehead and over her terrified eyelids.

  When at last she opened her eyes, Amita could see nothing. Clouds of pink dust swirled around her head like a sandstorm. Tentatively, she raised her head. She moved her arm to wipe away the stickiness from her face. Looking down, she saw it was blood. She lay still, still as death, hardly even daring to breathe.
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· Read through the passage with your partner.

· Use a highlighter to mark all the adjectives that you can find.

· Now read the passage again with your partner but miss out all the highlighted adjectives – what effect has removing the adjectives had?
· For each highlighted adjective write a synonym above it. Read the passage again – do you like it better now or do you prefer the original version?

· Can you find a simile in the passage? Write an alternative simile, on the bottom of the sheet that would fit in here.

· Are then any words in the passage that you are unsure of the meaning of? Can you work out their meaning from their context? Discuss with your partner and be ready to share with the class.

Lesson Plan - A Matter of Time

· Discuss title. What might the passage be about?

· Hand out sheet? Ask pairs to look for a clue as to the genre of the passage (Amazing Adventure Stories). Ask again what the passage might be about.

· Revise what an adjective is. Why do we use them?

· Ask pairs to read passage and complete first three bullet points. As a class discuss effect of removing adjectives.

· Revise what a simile is. Why do we use them?

· Ask pairs to complete last 3 bullet points.
