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LEARNING TO READ

When learning to read, pupils need to be taught and learn how to use a vast amount of strategies and skills. This needs to be carefully planned for to ensure that all of these skills are acquired, practised and developed. 

The HLP suggests that only some are covered each day and the following programme ensures that all skills are included. 


The Approach
1. The whole book – Enjoying

2. The sentence – pursuit of meaning

3. The words – Author’s use of language

4. The sounds – decoding


Organising

Each session has been divided up into 3 sections:

· before reading

· during reading

· after reading


Timings – You will have about 20 minutes per session. However, you will need to confirm with the class teacher how much time you have with a group before you begin.
SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 

CfE Early level /towards level A, 5-14

Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask *open ended questions.
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   Enjoying

Teacher or support staff led
Before Reading

Discuss the cover

· Predict – who, where, when, what – always justify:  ‘Why do you think that?’
· Title

· Author/illustrator

· Genre (what kind of book is it? Eg Fairy tale, fiction, non fiction)– again justify ‘Why do you think that?’

During Reading

Adult reads the book to the children (one copy only)
· Allow the children to see the pictures

· Stop occasionally and discuss what is happening in the pictures
· Stop occasionally and predict what might happen next.

After Reading
· Relate the story to their own personal experiences. E.g. the boy in the story was lost. Tell your partner about a time when you were lost. What happened? How did you feel?
· Discuss the story generally – always justify

· How did the story make them feel?

· What was their favourite part?

· Did they like the ending? Can they think of an alternate ending?

*Open Ended questions – These are questions that will require more than a ‘one word’ answer and are the best type of questions to use eg instead of saying ‘How many dogs are there on page 10?’ (Closed question), you could ask ‘Why are there so many dogs on page 10?’ (Open question).
SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 

CfE Early level /towards level A, 5-14

DAY 2

 Pursuit of Meaning

Teacher or support staff led

Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading
· Now that they know the story, do they think the illustration/title are good – justify 

· Think of alternate titles / covers

· Ask the children to re–tell the story in their own words in pairs then as group
During Reading

Book is read together – Everyone at same time 

· One copy of the book between two (this encourages them to keep at the correct page) 

· Stop occasionally and ask a comprehension (understanding) question directed to pairs (no hands up). Then ask one or two pairs to share their thoughts.
· eg What is happening and why?

· How is the character feeling and why ?

· If the pupil answers YES or NO then the question is a closed question (see page 3)
After Reading

Select and talk about part of the story in more detail [remember no hands up!]. ‘
· Sequence of events

· Reasons for events (and Non events!)

· Characters’ behaviour, feelings and relationships and relate these to their own experiences.

FOR INFO ONLY – TEACHER LED SESSIONS
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 Author’s use of language
Before Reading
· Recall any tricky words for meaning

· Recall favourite words/phrases and list. This could be added to reading/writing wall or book of wonderful words or fantastic phrases. 

· Why did they like them?

During Reading and After Reading
· Ask a child at random to read a page/pages

· After each child ask a question related to the text

- eg Find a word that rhymes with ‘hat’

- How many sentences on page 6? – justify

- Why has ‘Floppy’ got a capital letter ?

- Find the biggest/smallest word

- Find a word that means the same as/opposite to …

- Which word tells us how Biff is feeling ?

- How do you know that Chip is speaking ?

- Why is there a ! on page 6. What is it called?

- Draw a question mark in the air and find one on page 8 

- How could you join the two sentences on P4 ?

SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 
CfE Early level /towards level A, 5-14
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 Decoding

Part teacher led and part support staff led

Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Two tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up and ask open ended questions.
Before Reading Teacher led
· Look closely at any environment print 

· sentences or phrases?

· Choice of words

· Size and style of font

· And discuss the effect of the above

During Reading     Teacher or support staff led
· Within their group, the children take turns to read the book aloud
· To the teacher or

· Onto a tape (support staff led) or

· In pairs/trios or (support staff led)
· ask the pupils to read the whole book silently 
After Reading 1 – after reading to the teacher or silently
· Ask some questions relating to the sounds/spelling used eg

· Look at the word on page 6 and write it in the air. Check. Did you get it right?

(look, cover, write, check)

· Can you find two words inside ‘playground’ on page 7 ?

· Add a letter to ‘nail’ on page 12 to make another word.

After Reading 2 – after reading onto a tape or in pairs/trios
· Self/peer assessment and Evaluation
· What did they like about their own/partner’s reading?

· How could they make it better?

SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 

 CfE First level / level A, 5-14
(Part of Primary two and into Primary three)
MOVING ON WITH READING

(Part of Primary two and into Primary three)


In order to develop their reading skills, pupils need to be encouraged to read as independently as possible. This means a ‘stepping back’ by the adults supporting them, especially in P2 and most certainly by the beginning of P3. Many activities can be ‘overseen’ by an adult rather than direct input. Again, using collaborative learning is a key factor in developing this skill.  
DAY 1 

   Enjoying

Gaining Independence
[This session could be overseen by support staff] 

Before Reading – with a partner*
· Discuss the cover or title and predict what the story/text might be about – what, who. where, when 

· For Non Fiction, they could discuss what they already know about the subject and what they might find out.

During Reading

· Read the book /chapter/text silently. This is a solo read.
· Write down any unfamiliar words on a whiteboard/jotter
· Read the same book/chapter/text in pairs. Pupils read alternative paragraphs aloud or read aloud together.
After Reading 

· Pairs talk about how well they read and how they could improve
· Pairs discuss and clarify the unknown words from the white board
· Pairs relate the story/text to their own personal experiences

· Pairs discuss the story generally – always justify

FOR INFO ONLY – TEACHER LED SESSION
MOVING ON WITH READING
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         DAY 2 - Pursuit of Meaning

Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Three tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up, ask open ended questions and ask the pupils to find the evidence in the text.
Before Reading

· Ask the children to re–tell the story/ chapter/text in their own words

· Discuss which parts they liked/didn’t like and why?

· Recall any tricky words and their meanings

During Reading
· Ask the pupils to re–read a page/paragraph aloud in the group. Choose the pupil at random or ask the reader to choose next person.

· Stop regularly and ask a comprehension question – Answers must always be justified.
· eg Where/when is the story set ?

· Who are the main characters?

· What kind of people are they  - kind, deceitful etc

· Is there anything that puzzles you?

· Can you explain why……?

· How do you feel about……  ?

· What words give you that impression …….?

· Why did ……….. happen  ?

    * If the pupil answers YES or NO then the question is too ‘shallow’

 After Reading

· Lead discussion around group – 

‘ I think my reading was ……………  because ……………………’

 ……………………….. was a good reader because……………………

SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 

MOVING ON WITH READING

DAY 3        

 Pursuit of Meaning / 

                            Author’s use of language

INDEPENDENT[This could be overseen by support staff] 

 or TEACHER LED SESSION

Before Reading

This part could be done in pairs or as a whole group.

· Recall 2 or 3 favourite words or phrases or character descriptions or good beginnings/ endings and list on whiteboards. These could be added to reading/writing wall or book of wonderful words or fantastic phrases. 

· Why did they like them? Why were they effective?

· For Non Fiction, pupils could recall 3 new facts that they have learned. 

During Reading[This section could be overseen by support staff] 

Within their group, the children take turn to read set pages aloud -
- To the teacher/ support staff or

- Onto a tape (independent)

- randomly within the group (independent)

- or a mixture of the above

After Reading 
· Pupils ask each other a few comprehension questions to be answered orally. 

This could be from a selection of questions on a prompt card, prepared by the teacher.
· Pupils complete written answers for 3 or 4 additional questions. These should include some author’s use of language questions. 

   These could also be taken from a prompt card or written on the blackboard or sheet (prepared by teacher)
Eg  Which phrases did the author use to describe the character?

What kind of character has the author created ?

HIGHLAND LITERACY PROJECT 
MOVING ON WITH READING

CfE First level / level A, 5-14
(Part of Primary two and into Primary three)
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FINAL DAY -  Follow up work

INDEPENDENT SESSION

(could be overseen by support staff)

This session is an opportunity for the children to complete a variety of follow up activities. They could work individually or in pairs and could perhaps do more than one activity in a session. The activities should be set at a level that allows them to work independently from the teacher. Suggestions are given are given in the booklet  ‘Follow up tasks for reading P1-3’

PUPILS WITH IEPs

You may be asked to support pupils with specific learning difficulties.
Pupils who have IEPs for reading or pupils who are usually taught reading on an individual basis would continue to be taught as usual. This will probably be through a mixture of class teacher lessons and support for Learning.

In addition these pupils can often be slotted into the most appropriate group for the some of the core reading activities. This may be simply to listen to the story being read by a peer or teacher or support staff and to contribute during the discussion. On other occasions, the follow up task may also be appropriate.
SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING 

CfE First & second level / level B-F, 5-14
(P3/4 – P7)



READING IN MIDDLE AND UPPER STAGES


3 sessions each week.  

· Session 1 -Before and During reading is one session in the week.  This session is for fluency and is the session where children can work independently but in pairs.
· Session 2 - After Reading is the session where the teacher works with the group.  This session is usually for comprehension, but can also be a writer’s craft session and to listen to and discuss fluency. 

· Session 3- The final session is where the group is set a follow up task in relation to the text.  Again they can be set on the task and then work independently on it, either individually, in pairs or in their group. 

REMEMBER…

Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Three tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up, ask open ended questions and ask the pupils to find the evidence in the text.
SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING

READING IN MIDDLE AND UPPER STAGES 
CfE First & second level / level B-F, 5-14


Session 1 - Before Reading/During Reading: 

This session could be overseen by support staff, especially when beginning to use this methodology. However, it should be noted that the goal would be for all pupils to be able to do this completely independent of an adult. The use of a prompt card is an ideal way to work towards this.

Support staff may also be asked to read the chapter (or part of the chapter) to a pupil who has been slotted into the group but who would be unable to read it independently.
Before Reading the text the children could:

· work in pairs to discuss texts.

· read blurb on back cover and discuss with a partner what the text may be about OR
· talk to partner about what has happened in the previous chapter and what might happen in the next one they are about to read.

· discuss 1 or 2 bullet points from a task card, prepared by the teacher
· make notes together on whiteboard or in a jotter.

During Reading children could:

· Skim and scan chapter for new words.  Note these and discuss or look up meanings.

· Read for fluency.  Pupils to have up to 3 reads of the text. 

1. Solo read to get the idea of the chapter (silently) or part of the chapter
2. Paired read – read a paragraph each with a partner (aloud). This may simply be any remaining pages not read as part of the solo read above.
3. On occasion, read around the group (or part of the group) by themselves, page or paragraph each.  [Ask children to read at random – not round the group in order]. If the group has more than 6 in it, it may be an idea to split it into two groups for this.
· Note any words they are unsure of on a whiteboard or jotter and discuss or clarify using a dictionary.

· Children could talk to their partner how they think they (or their partner) have read, why this was and what they could do to improve. 

This part of the session could also include listening to the story on tape, recording themselves reading, perhaps once or twice each term and discussing how they have read, as well as reading to each other in the group.
SUPPORTING THE TEACHING OF READING  

CfE First & second level / level B-F, 5-14



READING IN MIDDLE AND UPPER STAGES
Session 2 – Teacher led session 
This session is a teacher led session.
Session 3 – Follow Up

This session is when the children work on follow up Reading activities, relating to the text. Children can work individually/pairs/groups on follow up activities but they should be afforded plenty opportunities to work collaboratively.  ICT can also be used to support some of these activities.  Children may complete more than one activity in this session.  

PUPILS WITH IEPs

Pupils who have IEPs for reading or pupils who are usually taught reading on an individual basis would continue to be taught as usual. This will probably be through a mixture of class teacher lessons and support for Learning.

In addition these pupils can usually be slotted into the most appropriate group for the core reading.

Session 1

Chapter could be read to the pupil by a member of the support staff OR by a peer OR pupil could listen to the chapter on an audio cassette/CD. 

Session 2

The pupil would participate in the group discussion which is led by the teacher

Session 3

The follow up may be differentiated OR worked on collaboratively with a peer

REMEMBER…


Collaborative learning underpins all aspects of the HLP and should be used during all aspects of discussion and questioning. This means the pupils are active learners as they are being asked to discuss in pairs throughout the lesson.  Three tips to help train the pupils in this – have no hands up, ask open ended questions and ask the pupils to find the evidence in the text.
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