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Many schools use talking Books to support reading in the early stages.  This handout includes some ideas on how best to use this resource with children and make the most of a valuable tool for supporting reading.  

Using the Talking Books

· First of all, become familiar with the story, the text on each page and with the software itself.  Set up the Talking Book so that the volume is correct, the book is already chosen etc so that you are ready to start straight away with your group.  

· Ask the children to look at the book with you.  You could compare the similarities/differences between the paper copy and the electronic book.  

· Begin by pointing and clicking on the title, author and illustrator.  Tell children that if they look and listen as you do this, they will hear the words spoken and see the colour of them change.  Briefly discuss the cover with the group.

· Click to the first page.  Give the children plenty of time to look at what is on the page, before clicking again.  (this will encourage them to take their time and not just click quickly through every page when they do it by themselves!)

· Encourage the children to try and read the words by themselves before clicking on the Listen Icon. (an ear) Then you can encourage them to listen and look to see if they were correct.  

· Discuss the pictures with the children.  Point out the Action Icon (a pair of glasses).  Demonstrate what happens when you click this.  Over the next few pages, ask the children to predict what might happen when you click on this icon.  

· Show the children how the Page Forward/Page Back Icons work (arrows).  Ask one or two children to demonstrate this to the others. 

· Continue with the story as far as you need to go in this session.  This may be reading the whole book as an introduction (an alternative to a big book), or it could be specific pages that the group are looking at in their reading.

Other activities
Talking Books can be used with support, in small groups (pairs/trios) or as an individual task.  They can be used to introduce a new book, as well as or instead of a big book.  Activities can be set and differentiated by the teacher. 

Children could be asked to look for;

· Different features in a story – characters, locations etc.

· Emotions of different characters – angry, sad, naughty etc.

·  Favourite part of the story.

· Complete either Word, Sentence or Text level activities on the CD Rom.  

· Read the story to a partner.  

ICT Skills
Children will develop the following ICT skills through the context of Reading;

· Use a mouse to point and click

· Point at specific words to hear them being spoken

Assessment

The Talking Books can be used for general assessment of Reading and ICT.  Some useful observations might be;

· Does the child comment on features of print?

· Can the child recognise words before using the Listen Icon?

· How does the child work as part of a group/

· Does the child concentrate on the story?

· Does the child scan the words as they hear them spoken?

· Can the child use the mouse to point and click?

