Ideas for schools to involve parents in literacy developments

· Make use of the excellent resources in the ‘Supporting the role of parents’ CD, already issued to schools. This gives helpful details about ‘How to help your child at home’ and includes a variety of aspects of literacy.

· Include an information sharing session about literacy as an agreed part of the transition/induction process/package from nursery    

· Invite parents in to sample a lesson (when class teachers feel that practice is firmly established)
· Invite parents in to help support developments( find out about their own skills) and be actively engaged with groups of pupils

· Organise a ‘literacy walk’ so that parents value what they already do with their children and the importance of environmental print (use ICT to support this and encourage parents/pupils to create their own ‘literacy walk’).

· Hold a parent workshop during the school day or evening, with the class teacher/ SMT sharing information and inviting discussion about developments in the class/school

· Look for links across the curriculum in the teaching of literacy, make these explicit to parents as part of a cross-curricular theme. Show this linking for other aspects of literacy work and match up to principles of ‘A Curriculum for Excellence’. 
· Discuss the 4 capacities with parents and explain the literacy developments in terms of these. Guidance will be provided for this. Ask your QDO.
· Work with parents to review and improve the home reading packs/story sacks/curiosity kits for pupils, use them at a workshop/after school club as well as at home
· As part of a planned parents’ evening, include an introductory session to give parents information as a group before they have individual appointments with the class teacher

· Link events- for example a Book Fair at the school could be combined with an information session 

· Invite pupils (this could be the Pupil Council) to lead a short Powerpoint presentation on how they are developing their reading skills
· Invite pupils to create a short video or use the digital camera to record some of your literacy events ( don’t forget about parental permission for photographing pupils)
· Use opportunities where parents are already included in school events, e.g. assemblies, to show developments and impact

· Create an after school club, involving parents, to offer enriched reading experiences and also strengthen some of the practice being established. If this is too much of a commitment to sustain, offer several through the year, with the area of focus agreed in consultation with parents/carers.
· Develop the school’s library and involve parents in enriching literacy experiences as well as supporting the update and widening of the range of reading materials. This could include ICT skills in creating a database and including book reviews undertaken by pupils
· Work with the local library to raise awareness of it’s potential, include parents in this development
· Invite parents to take part in a lesson, as learners

· Use the school website to keep parents up to date regarding new developments and encourage 2 way communication
· Use School Board meetings to update both SB and parents about practice, linked to SDP updates
· Hold an open morning/afternoon when all classes are actively involved in a range of literacy work and invite parents to view any/all or take part.

· Sessions to support home reading developments at the different stages
· School plans a literacy focus ( literacy promoting school) and has a planned structure for a day/ week, which involves parents, younger or older pupils and special literacy events to which parents contribute or are invited. This can include pupils and staff dressing up as book characters, story telling, special visitor’s, puppet making, ICT work, book making, a ‘my favourite book competition’ ( staff and children bring in their favourite book and pupils have to guess whose it is) etc.
· Explore ways that the school can support parental literacy developments* and include adult literacy personnel and information in communicating information about literacy to schools

· Work with parents in creating a school policy which summarises agreed statements about the important role of parents as partners.
· Include Gaelic Development Officer in supporting Gaelic literacy developments

· Consider translations of communication according to EAL requirements for parents

· Include Interrupted Learners Development Officer if appropriate

· Include ASN teacher in sharing information with parents

· Direct parents to websites ( list is given as part of this CD), such as
· http://www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk
·  www.parent-institute.com        
·  *for adult literacy: www.abeweb.co.uk
