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Knowledge about Language 1

A supporting resource for teaching writer’s Craft
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                                              LS Nov 09

Highland Literacy Project
Writer’s Craft Lessons ~ Quick Terminology Guide 

A Curriculum for Excellence encourages pupils to discuss, understand and use some fairly complex aspects of writer’s craft at an earlier stage than previously and therefore there is ‘no ceiling’ to what can be introduced and explored. 
Teachers therefore need to be confident that they are using the terminology correctly. 
Note- it is NOT intended as a list of what should be taught but merely a quick reference guide to some of the terminology you may use when looking at some of the literary techniques , grammar and punctuation the author has used in a piece of text. You may also wish to consult another source for a more in-depth explanation.
	Term
	Meaning
	Example

	Abbreviation
	A word that has been shortened. Most are acceptable with or without full stops.

	Mrs.   Mr   OK

	Acronym
	Letters used to represent words. Usually the first letters.
	HLP – Highland Literacy Project

XL – extra large

	Adjective
	Describes a noun
	The torn book



	Adverb
	Describes a verb
	He laughed loudly


	Alliteration
	The repetition of the same sounds—usually initial consonants of words or of stressed syllables—in any sequence of neighbouring words

	The big boy bounced on his bed

	Anthropomorphism
	Where animals or inanimate objects are portrayed in a story as people, such as by walking, talking, or being given arms, legs, facial features. (This technique is often incorrectly called personification.)

	“What time is dinner?” asked the dog

The table kicked the dog with its leg.

	Antonym
	Word meaning the opposite of another word.


	Big- small

	Aposiopesis
	Three dots found usually at the bottom of a page to indicate something exciting is going to happen. It builds up tension. 

Four dots are sometimes used to indicate it is the end of the sentence.
	The monster opened its enormous mouth and…

	Assonance
	Use of the same vowel sound with different consonants or the same consonant with different vowels
	Mystery and mastery

Fine, white wine

	Caption
	Additional written information that accompanies a picture, diagram , photo etc
	

	Climax
	The turning point in a story, at which the end result becomes inevitable, usually where something suddenly goes terribly wrong; the “dramatic high point” of a story.
	

	Compound words
	A word formed from two existing words


	 playground, blackboard 

	Conflict
	 A struggle between opposing forces which is the driving force of a story. The outcome of any story provides a resolution of the conflict(s); this is what keeps the reader reading. Conflicts can exist between individual characters, between groups of characters, between a character and society, etc., and can also be purely abstract i.e., conflicting ideas

	

	Connective
	A phrase that is used to make a connection from one paragraph/part of the text to another
	Consequently some people believe…

On the other hand…

	Conjunction
	A word that joins one part of a sentence to another
	And, because, therefore, although...

	Contraction
	A word abbreviated by using an apostrophe in place of letters- common in speech.
	Can’t (cannot)

He’d (he would)

	Determiner
	This denotes such words as the , a, that, this and numerals. They can also have a pronoun function eg some
	

	Ellipsis 
	Three dots to indicate that some part of the text is missing (especially used in quotes) or to show time has passed/is passing. At the end of a list it can mean ‘and so on’.
	The mayor said “… and I expect  Mr. Smith to be elected…”

Dogs, cats, rabbits, mice…

	Hyperbole
	A description which exaggerates, usually employing extremes and/or superlatives to convey a positive or negative attribute; “hype.”
	 “John is the greatest human being ever to walk the earth.”

	Hyphen
	Used commonly in some words


	Motor-cross   on-line

	Idiom
	An idiom is a saying whose meaning cannot be worked out from the words around it.
	That is a ‘pie in the sky’ idea.
It was raining ‘cats and dogs’

	Imagery
	 Language which describes something in detail, using ‘sense’ words that create a picture in the readers mind especially visual imagery and sound imagery. 
	The lush, green grass swayed majestically in the summer breeze.

	Interjection
	Interjections are words or phrases that are used to express emotion and are mainly a part of oral communication. 
	 Yuk!   Wow!


	Irony
	Where an event occurs which is unexpected, in the sense that it is absurd or in opposition to what would be expected or appropriate. Mere coincidence or surprise is generally not ironic.
	The commercial airline pilot could not drive the car because had not yet passed his driving test.

	Juxtaposition
	The placing together of ideas to invite comparison 
	Eg youth and old age



	Metaphor
	A figure of speech in which a word or phrase which is not literally applicable is used in place of another to suggest an analogy.
	The sea is a hungry dog.

	Mood
	Mood refers to the general sense or feeling which the reader is supposed to get from the text.
	The mood of Macbeth is dark, murky and mysterious, creating a sense of fear and uncertainty

	Onomatopoeia 
	The use of words that seem to imitate the sounds they refer to. 


	whack, fizz, crackle, hiss



	Oxymoron
	Figure of speech in which two contradictory terms appear together for emphasis.
	"deafening silence".

	Paradox
	A seemingly absurd or self- contradictory statement that is or may be true
	‘Less is more’

‘method in his madness’

	Palindrome
	A word or phrase that is the same whether read forwards or backwards
	Radar, kayak, race car, level, ‘never odd or even’ 

Glenelg (school in Highland)

	Parentheses
	Gives additional information and can be inside brackets, commas or dashes.
	The dog, which was spotty, barked loudly.

The dog (which was spotty) barked loudly.

The dog-which was spotty- barked loudly.

	Person
	Texts written in the ‘first person’ use words such as ‘I’ and ‘my’ and are written as if from the author’s or characters point of view.
Texts written in ‘third person’ use words such as ‘he’ and ‘they’ and are written as if about someone else.
	

	Personification
	A figure of speech in which inanimate objects are endowed with human qualities.
	Flowers danced about the lawn.
The moon prayed for morning

	Prefix
	A part of a word (affix) which precedes the stem of the word
	Unhappy, discontented

	Preposition
	Positional word


	In, above, under, beside…

	Pronoun
	Replaces a noun


	He, she, they, it…

	Repetition
	Where a specific word or phrase is repeated several times, usually in close proximity, to emphasize a particular idea. 
	The repetition of the words “What if…” at the beginning of each line reinforces the speaker’s confusion and fear

	Rhetorical question
	A Question that does not necessarily require an answer- often used in place of a suggestion or a command.
	‘Do you want to take off your coat?’



	Rhythm
	Groups of words that when read aloud give the impression of a repetitive movement (often showing movement of a character or object in a piece of text)
	Over the fields and ditches he ran…

	Sarcasm
	Used mainly in speech when the character says one thing but means the opposite. Often used in an attempt to be humorous and /or unkind.
	Eg when someone drops a plate, another character may say

‘Why don’t you just throw them all on the floor?’

	Setting
	The time and place where a story occurs.
	It was a cold September morning and the park was sprinkled with frost.

	[Sic]
	Indicates that any mistakes in a piece of writing are attributable to the original author.
	 ‘Italy is in the Mediteranan [Sic] Sea.’

	Simile (note spelling, not ie)
	An explicit comparison between two different things, actions, or feelings, most commonly using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’.
	He wandered lonely as a cloud
She ran like a gazelle 

	Stanza
	 A fixed number of verse lines forming a unit of a poem
	

	Stereotype 
	Conventional, often a fixed or old fashioned viewpoint about a person(s) or their job or role
	Knights were brave and princesses were helpless.



	Suffix
	An affix which follows the stem of the word
	Kindness, comfortable

	Syllable
	Units of sound within a word.

Monosyllabic – one syllable which makes the text clipped

Polysyllabic – multi syllables which may make the text slow and leisurely
	Dog- 1 syllable

Crocodile – 3 syllables

	Synonym
	A word having the same or nearly the same meaning as another word or other words.


	Big, huge, enormous…
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